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Preface




Bright Eyes and Big Smiles:
A Biographical Sketch of Yafei Hu

June 5, 1955 - November 5, 2009

service at Swan Point Cemetery December 5, 2009

During Yafei’s last days, I usually went to bed at 9 or 10. But
on the night she died (November 5, 2009), I stayed up late, afraid
that she would continue having painful cramps. I thought I could
help her with the cramps, by pressing under her nose (an
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acupuncture technique). Shortly before midnight, I noticed she
was having a cramp, I started pressing under her nose, and the
cramp gradually subsided. Then she looked at me with her old
look—big eyes, focused eyes, healthy expression, no pain, no
fear. I was surprised because I hadn’t seen that look for a long
time; in recent days, she hadn’t looked at anyone, she hadn’t
been able to focus her eyes. After looking at me for a second
with her old look, she stopped breathing, she died.

In those final days, I often thought of our early days together
in Northampton. She was 32 when we met. I wish everyone
reading this could, for a moment, see Yafei as | saw her—the
cheerful spirit, the bouncing step, the warm smile—as she played
tennis, or threw a frisbee, or cycled around Northampton.

Perhaps her most salient traits were her bright smile, and her
charming body language. I once saw a young boy, perhaps eight
years old, watch Yafei walking on a tennis court; he couldn’t take
his eyes off her, he was captivated by her body language, and
said, “I like her,” though she was a complete stranger to him.
One of Yafei’s Chinese friends, Ma Bo, described her as kai,
meaning “open.” You could see Yafei’s whole soul in whatever
she did; she was kai, open, transparent.

As a youngster, Yafei never had any pets, except silk-worms,
but when she was about 50, she finally had a pet in the house, a
beagle named Tucker. She was very fond of Tucker, perhaps
because he too was kai, open; she loved his moral simplicity. She
said, “I never thought I could be so close to an animal.” One day,
she was moved to tears by the thought that she’d never be able to
talk to Tucker. Shortly before she died, she said she’d like
Tucker to accompany her on the approaching journey. When my
father died in the spring of 2009, Yafei said that if she died then,
too, they could be together (she was very fond of my father). She
was glad that I would accompany her by having our names on
the same gravestone.

Though Yafei was fond of music, and sung well, her favorite
art was literature. She wrote both fiction and non-fiction, was
involved with several Chinese-language e-zines, wrote a column
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on American education for a Chinese newspaper, and translated
three books from English to Chinese. (When she died, and her
body was dressed for the last time, her mother put a paper and
pen in one hand, some dumplings in her other hand.) Yafei was
also very fond of film, and even thought about working in the
film industry. She loved travelling, and made two trips to Europe
(one to Italy, one to France). She was also an avid photographer.
And when it came to picking colors for a house-painting project,
no one was better than Yafei. In short, she was “all-around
artistic.”

She was fond of tragedies—La Traviata, for example. When
we talked about her funeral, Yafei said, “maybe you can play
Chopin music, and have a picture of me at Chopin’s grave.” She
loved the ballet version of La Traviata, accompanied by Chopin’s
music, and watched it over and over. La Traviata—the story of a
woman dying young from a lingering illness, with music by a
man who died young.

Yafei also loved humor, and we often laughed together. I can
still hear her laughing over Abe Lincoln’s remark, “God must
love the common man because He made so many of them.” And
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I can still hear her laughing over Mark Twain’s remark, “Paris
was wonderful. In Paris even the little children speak French.”

When Yafei was dying, one of my greatest regrets was that
we hadn’t travelled more—we hadn’t seen the fields of Provence,
the mountains of Switzerland, the parks of the American West. |
thought we should live frugally, and save for tomorrow, but
death intervened, and we ran out of time. Yafei loved movement,
change, new things; travelling suited her perfectly. She loved to
share her travel photos and narratives with her Internet friends.

A narrative about Yafei would be incomplete without
mentioning the Internet, which played a big role in her life. She
made friends through the Internet, published her writings on the
Internet, commented on other people’s writings, etc., etc. Her
personality shone through her keyboard, and she had many
friends and fans in cyberspace. After she died, her cyber-friends
built a website to celebrate her life and mourn her death.

Everyone who knew Yafei mourned her death—such a
unique style, so much charm, so much courage. Joyce must have
been thinking of Yafei when he spoke of “the finest purest
character.”

One of her Providence friends, Wenjun Kuai, wrote, “I just
heard that Yafei has left us for a better place, but I have to tell
you that I still can see her bright eyes and big smiles in front of
me.” Harry Rothschild, another Providence friend, said that
Yafei’s death was “incredibly sad, for she was such an optimistic,
vital and essentially good being.” May Zhao, one of Yafei’s
Internet friends, wrote, “She was such a strong and lively person,
and a very good friend to all of us.” Kersha Liu, a friend from
her graduate school days, said, “I am so sorry that I cannot see
her, my dear sister, any more! It is not fair! I lost my sister at this
young age! To me she has always been so bright, so kind, so
warm, that's how she will remain in my heart.” Another grad
school friend, Guowen, wrote, “I just opened my inbox and was
shocked by the terrible news, I couldn't believe my eyes, I felt it
difficult to find my breath.... Is it true that we have lost our Yafei,
the most energetic, optimistic life lover?”

Tom Campbell wrote, “My wife knew Yafei over the net and
held her in very high regard. You can’t know that it’s already an
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extraordinary thing, because my wife holds very, very few
people indeed in high regard. We met Yafei in person just once....
Yafei was just plain appealing.... She had a fullness of
personality that very few of us, Chinese or not, can hope to
achieve. She was a questing soul and one who knew how to
enjoy life more than most. (You hear that a lot at funerals. It’s
usually not true. I could tell it was true of Yafei within moments
of meeting her.) I had looked forward to seeing her again.”
One of Yafei’s students, Brian Fitzgerald, wrote

Ms. Hu, I'm going to miss you forever. I had you two
years and they were absolutely wonderful. I looked
forward to your class, and never did that to any other class.
You were the best teacher | ever had, you taught great and
had a great sense of humor and helped me learn. You put
up with me when I was sorta not the best student and...
only gave me detention once, and I think I deserved it
quite a few more times than that. You are easily the nicest
person I have ever met and I count myself, and all who
had you for even a short time, impossibly lucky to have
someone like you in our lives. You were a perfect role
model, and I will try to honor you and be like you in any
way I can. You are loved and missed more than you can
imagine. Rest in peace.

Another student, Elena Huang, when asked to write about a hero,
chose to write about Yafei, and said that Yafei “exemplifies the
quintessence of courage, strength and humor. As a teacher, she
was everything that any student could ever wish for.”

Yafei was born in 1955 in Hefei, the capital of Anhui
Province. When she was 8, her family moved to Beijing. Her
secondary education was disrupted by the Cultural Revolution;
classrooms were closed, and students were sent into the streets to
build air-raid shelters, etc. By the time she was 14, Yafei was
living alone in Beijing, her parents and her brother having been
sent to the countryside to be “re-educated,” and her younger
sister sent to live with relatives in Shanghai.
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Instead of attending high school, she worked in a factory for
a year, then became a member of a singing and dancing troupe.
The troupe performed dramas, musicals, and ballets—all with a
Socialist theme. During her five years with this troupe, Yafei
began studying English, and worked as a radio announcer and
movie projectionist. (When the audience demanded the next roll
of film, and shouted obscenities, she pretended not to hear.)

She gradually became disillusioned with Socialist art. She
was criticized and ostracized for her interest in English, and for
her disinterest in socialism. In 1976, she was sent away from
Beijing to Tangshan, which had recently been devastated by an
earthquake. Later that year, however, Mao died, the Cultural
Revolution ended, and Yafei’s exile was lifted.

In 1978, when Yafei was 23, she finally started college in
Beijing. She enjoyed the academic world, and when she
graduated in 1982, she started a Master’s program in American
Literature at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. After
earning a Master’s Degree, she stayed at the Academy in the
capacity of professional scholar.
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Soon, however, The Party called for volunteers to go into the
hinterland, and educate the peasants. Yafei answered the call, and
became a high-school English teacher in a remote part of Henan
Province. This was her first teaching position. She was a friend
to her students, as well as a teacher; she visited them in their
homes, and spent the night with them. (One of them became so
devoted to her that he showed up at her apartment in Beijing!) As
she did later in her career, she used her musical abilities to bring
a foreign language to life. Students who weren’t in her class
would come to the window of her classroom to watch her play
the guitar and sing “Where Have All The Flowers Gone” or
“Blowin’ in the Wind.” At the end of the year, she received the
Teacher of the Year award. A star was born.

After a year of teaching in the countryside, Yafei returned to
Beijing. When a Smith College professor visited her Institute,
Yafei was assigned to be his guide on a tour of China. He
suggested that she apply to Smith; she applied and was accepted.
In the summer of 1987, Yafei left China for the first time, and
headed to the U.S. to become a graduate student at Smith.
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After earning a degree in American Studies, she earned a
Master’s Degree in Education. While at Smith, she met Jim
Hammond, and they were married in 1991.

In 1990, Yafei began teaching at the Nashoba Brooks School
in Concord, Massachusetts. She remained there from 1990 to
1995, rising to the position of Social Studies Chair.

Yafei had the coordination of a dancer, and she had little
trouble learning to play tennis, frisbee, and other sports. When
we handed her a fishing rod for the first time, she was
immediately able to cast her line with a fluid grace.

At a conference

W

After teaching in Concord for five years, Yafei became
intrigued by the idea of teaching her native tongue, and began
teaching Chinese at Wheeler School in Providence, where she
remained for five years. Then she taught at a Brookline public
school, and a charter school in Hyde Park (The Academy of the
Pacific Rim). The charter school exposed her to an inner-city
environment that was unlike anything she had encountered
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before. Again she drew on her musical ability to enliven her
classes. One day, a student announced, “We like your
personality.”

In 1998, Yafei and Jim travelled to China, and adopted a
one-year-old girl, Louisa. Yafei fell madly in love with Louisa,
and eagerly accepted her new role as mother.

Yafei with Louisa, a couple days after adopting her.
WARREE 575, TR

After teaching Chinese for one year in Brookline and one
year in Hyde Park, Yafei moved closer to home, and began
teaching in Sharon. She spent six years teaching Chinese in the
Sharon public schools (from 2003 to 2009), and was highly-
regarded by supervisors and students alike. When she became
sick, her Sharon students created a Facebook page in her honor;
many of them commented about how she was a friend as well as
a teacher—just as she had befriended her students in Henan
Province. Many of her Sharon students attended her memorial
service at Swan Point Cemetery, and several spoke movingly of
Yafei’s impact on their lives.

She helped to establish an exchange program between
Sharon High School and a high school in Xian, China. On
August 26, 2007, a front-page Boston Globe article about
exchanges with China featured a photo of Yafei. She was a guide
for the first group of Sharon students who went to China; they
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spent about two months in Xian, living with host families,
attending a Chinese high school, and improving their Chinese-
language skills. The exchange program was so popular that one
Sharon student wrote a “letter of defection,” saying she was
going to stay in China, and the Chinese students who came to
Sharon were equally enthusiastic.

Yafei brought to the classroom the personal magnetism of a
professional entertainer, and the intellectual seriousness of a
professional scholar. She was a born teacher, and was well-
respected and well-liked at every school she taught at. In
addition to teaching students, she conducted numerous
workshops for teachers.

She sometimes became angry with people who didn’t have
her openness, her candor. When I was at the Great Wall with her
in 1994, we were tricked into paying a double admission fee. She
protested, a crowd gathered around her, and the police took her
away to prevent a riot, and gave us a refund. Thousands of
people were cheated every day, Yafei dared to protest. She had
the courage to challenge the authorities.
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Yafei’s courage didn’t desert her when she was faced with a
terminal illness. When the doctors told her that she had
metastatic pancreatic cancer, she calmly replied, “I'm
disappointed it can’t be operated on.” She kept her composure in
the face of catastrophe. Only once or twice did she cry, when she
thought about missing Louisa’s college graduation, missing
Louisa’s wedding, etc.

Yafei had an excellent command of English, but occasionally
made mistakes that I couldn’t help laughing at. For example, she
mixed up the phrase “starting from scratch” and the phrase “back
to square one”. When she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer,
my mother said, “you were making some headway with the
colon cancer, and now you have to start over again.” Yafei
laughed, and said, “I’m back to scratch one.” Not many people
could laugh when they were given 3 months to live.

Yafei didn’t pity herself, or ask for pity from others, even
though no one deserved pity more than she did. Her last trip was
a trip to the Caribbean that we took 7 months before she died.
Yafei didn’t ask for pity from the hotel manager, whom we saw
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every day; in fact, she never told him that she was sick. And she
didn’t tell her family in China that she was sick until 4 months
before she died. She preferred to spare their feelings rather than
receive their pity.

Though she faced death with courage, she still wanted to live.
A week or two before she died, some nurses were at her bedside,
and she asked them if her cancer was in retreat, if her numbers
were improving.

In her last months, we spoke often about life after death, saw
films about it, and read books about it. Yafei half believed, I
more-than-half believed. We were receptive to the idea of life
after death long before Yafei became sick; this wasn’t a “foxhole
conversion.” The idea of life after death is a comfort to the dying,
and to those they leave behind.

A week or two before she died, Yafei called Louisa to her
bedside, and gave her a farewell talk. She spoke with calm
courage and ardent love, recalling how she had met Louisa,
watched her grow up, etc. It was a great talk, vintage Yafei.

Yafei has one gravestone in Swan Point Cemetery in
Providence, and another in China, with her parents. In death as in
life, she was divided between two countries.

Donations to the Yafei Hu Scholarship Fund, 1 School St.,
Sharon, MA, 02067, will be gratefully accepted.



SRR, FORERE

I | S i)
19554 6 A 5 H—20094£ 11 A 5 H

BERLAFF2009412H5H, Rz HEH

WARGRE FARBLH 7, Fad® L. R ERIKE. H
gl 25 RSB L (2009 48 11 H 55, AR A G 54 %
5D, B EHKME, ARG ARNSR 2 FFEEKR
PEo FATCME —FhAT RECORHT i, I FHE% Sl 52 7
THAFIER . WL TR, BRI ISR SORAE 1, ot
TFhaE it A XA . SRR T2 1o XIS A i DA F)
HEBER—— KRR, A, @R, BAH
o PR 2 T ORI AR LB AR
MG T . AL —BUEE, i) HDOt e ke TP RN B
Fo WOXFEER THR)E, (FIE TR, ME T

FENEAEAE iy B i Je — BRI TR), R A8 L AR AR
A% 2= 43 Northampton A H 7. FRATAHIEREHE, E
32 %o WAEMA BB RX L FZHINGEE BT 4 4F
BRI, W SR B —— IR IR, B
BRBE AR, AR ——T M ER, ¥R, B e
Northampton A% H 174 .

AR R H R RV 1t A B SE A AT IR N B AR
o A KEEN-MNINHEZ, EAZ 8 DIE, fHTELEM
R ER K AR, BOEITIRES WA B ERETT, Al AR5
EERAE T BARMARR /N T 2ok e A AN, it
. “EREXRAM” o WARR AR EAK S R,
FE ST (TR RIB M



14 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

T ERESE, WARMHRAREA S A EY), 2T
50 LIS, M FAEZRBLIR 7k Tucker [ ELARSS
Ko WARREXK Tucker, KBEHIA Tucker Bl —+f, HIR
“OF7 TS Tucker K ERZEAN. Mk, “ iR
AN SR 7 A RUAE B KIZ A BEAT Tucker H
EERZWR, AR BrEATAA, AR LS MR E R
WA Tucker FEFERLEF 1. HEIOORAHEFRITMR, WAR
TR MBI WAL ZE AL I R BT, AT AT DAAE — i
T GEARARHRCZ AR« WARTT LRI 44 T8 2 LA
[l — B i _E s fE b

BARWAREXRE A, KB, (H iR 2 fik R S
SR WENU, BEIRSC, WS T T UM SCE T )
FIEN7p GEEMSIE TR, PP OREERER SR
B, E RSO T = A, (tF IR LR, Bl
BJa — PO AT 3, I BESRAE I — R BT — 5k 40
T3, S HF R 7L T ) TARRRER A
5, HEREBEERE . WAGEIRTT, ERIMNIRIT LM
R CRET RN, —RETIEED. WARERA GG
FRR . APATNEAMIZ 5 R TR S @ e,
BANICHEMAER 7. B2, BAERA “EiZARS
B .

B UCRR,  Eetnid (ZRAEZC) . FATRBIZRALNT, T
AEUl, “EFL RIRBOE B IR, TR TR IR R S F AL AT
MR .7 I s (RiEZe) EEE, MAEHAMES, i
BN, (Rl 2T —MEZHRERNERL
VER R, PRI & R SRRt

AR B XK HABR, AT — RS, AR BE M I 5
W) ——4 @t T 3] Abe Lincoln FIiFE: “ L — €=
B, Fff)hE 72 N A AR 21 4t ) 1 o
R G AR S “ DAL . /R RGE N
i

FENCAR fa A, s R BHE e —m2 AT A £ £



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 15

Wi — AL A LR ILEE DL, Fhah
fik, S PEER I K b o BRFORAE AR AT A2 H
T EEPRER, ESRIEAHORT- I T, BATHBERA .
WAEEKE), EXRARL, EXOFFEN. RifIEFEE. i
AN X R A RS 23 S ik e R AN 5T

AR R RRFRE A BHZEARER e 4. IAF AR AR
ANE T E By . WER EASIRIR, KRB EE, VF
WEAREME, %5, g N #@E s, mite s
AEN A — KL BRI AN o a2tz 5, d i BT
IS T WARLE e, BRSCa i, Pt Ist.

B MR AR AN HR S5 it (0 8 5 —— b ks, 2
SRR, TRV B AR . El e - SR HES TR
) “RUFERALIAT Y B, —E AR T AR,

Db A 2 A M AL Z — Wen jun Kuai HiE: “3K
MR BT 7 8AT, & 7 RS, EREEE T
KA, AR AT LUE 2 1 W55 (R RIS A O R 5

Harry Rothschild, 73— B 4EE W A A, Wik
Rt N AT B AEG . RO Ih & — Nt SR,
ST, RSN

Kersha Liu, EARKIBFFCAERZAUE, “ ARG H AR
ARERENL T, FORZHIGRIK ! RAT AT KRE TRK
IRIR, X AFRHGE T WER USRI AT, ER,
Tig. EReL st ” 5— Mt AR 5iE:
“HNINETIHERE, PO ERAHE SR 1. ARG
HRGIRNG , X ARPIR oo METE FRATT R 22 T IEAR, HAHRTT,
ORI E TS ? 7

Tom Campbell Hif: “EIETEM EEHR T AR, X
PP EE R IRAFIEXA G A, FOEETRDXE
NAIRE IV o FATR KL AR K- b IR 5]
Neeee WO PERS SE5E, o P BN BSE B NR DA A RES
o WA —ARMRHR, WERRKZHNEESREZLS



16 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

(FEZRAL _EFRATH W BIX AR BE, EREAAWAFERZ
AATE I F XA B LAy R FHR LB,

WAER —/ 24 Brian Fitzgerald Ei:

“BHZIM, ARSI, RECTRFIE, BHE
FEREELF NG REEMHE BRI, AKE
A FARTIER. RERETIZIN. RE0T

o, IFHARH XU, IXEEHH IS RIS
IRIF AR ARNS F T8 JE A 2 - oe oo REGTE R — IR I
AT BT MIRNZA & T LR A A

Xto S/RZ M, RRBIBBIREIFHIN . LINAEHE
QLA LR L 2 AR et iB N o A2 5E

FIBERE, Fok A, BLIRAE RS I 77 AR
B, RICEBRBNTZ IR SRR 2.
7. 7

A=A~ Elena Huang 7E5 — ks % T 9 BERIE X
B, Whiks 7R, EEAER WAL EAR, IEMEER
[, 7

WAET 1955 SR AEAE ZeE G IR . )\ BESCBHRE
LR WA R BT BERIIA LR,
TR 2R 2R S5 3l (e 14 Z I, WARRISCEEM
AT 2 “HRBEHET, - NEAEI LR, kA E b
R

BA AL, AR L T LM, —FEER
Bh o EAR BRI H 7 B ATXRIE, AR AN R —— 2 T At
S SEM . FEEAL AN AR RN ARTT 4R 301, dhil i
SRR R, AR B (R ARESRICR 2, IR TS
i AR T AN L)

WARZEHN et LEREE T PUONFEIIRAA RO
BUZ BT HEFMEZ . 1976 bl R B0 NI E
JRRE L. A, B, SCRATH, WWARRRUR S &R



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 17

.

o

1978 WP AE 23 O AT AN EH KF 1], Ik
BRI, 1982 4F Ho i fih 2 N\ Hp (B #E R} 2 [E A 5T
B, #3300 2407 UG S ERF TR o Bl 253

AA, EHSHBREEZAMBERR. TINS5
H, BIFE A KT XA T A w0 XA
#EE AR WAL AT K, B b AR A
RN G — A R B S L, A — R B ARE
AEERTTIA L ) o FURIAREREBC P, b b
HORA BEACAMER G TE 5 o i EERAOI i, HCETRR
AW LW EE OEERR G EEH, FEILAE T
B, CEXCR IR ) . R M APPSR E T, — R
B T .

—ELVEWARR EIIE . — 6 2% B B (Smith
college) IHFR AT I NV ARFEAE A O [ P i B 5 [ o At 2 i
W AR B S A B . AR HR R R 1987 £ R RIE
FE IR EORBISCH, oy S st B At 7oA .

B3] “SRERT” FALUE, WOCGRAFM LA 1
S EHE S Jim Hammond SGAEAHIE, 2 5 1991 4F

4505

1990 VAT #F FE 7 1 (Concord) TH AR E « £ G o
#r (Nashoba Brooks) 2%, B2 1995 4. i 7E A8 B TAERK)
R, NS EA T

WARF SRR LA, SHATMRGE L, WARMREL S & 74T
Mk, KR EEE . ARGt — N FmfT, dhathe
BEFH ARSI

TEREE AP G, WAEFFUEXT i i 5 Y
e S E D Y S Wi ) (Providence) 4E #2242 (Wheeler
School) #H 3, EMBTAERF. 2 G EH TS sk
7 (Brookline) FH i3 & fm3kak, A7 ST A H# 1) P



18 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

Zf7 (The Pacific Rim), fLFH#EARET. FEHRETIER
ISP fig e 1 R o B T S A, AN DA i AR AR 85 AN A
[l WOANET—FF, JE&RARE BIRE &, IERIRE .
AR, —AAEEAU: “RATERIRIAN .

1998 45, WARAT Jim 2R E TR 1% 12 1% ) LE 5
¥ (Louisa). WARNZRIE b7 %)L, #bith4iiE 1.

FEAT & TR T AR A Bl 17 TR — 5 )m, ARSI S
FEGE ARG e TAE, fEMEPC 6 £ (5 2003 2
2009) , Ws2R) T HEH R RRATRARET AT
FEVFOT. dhi e, RIS T A YR MRS
i RZAERT, RBIARZ Rt K —— s R AL R
B TAEI R A RO N —F . REDCERIZFEES
TN T ARG R O AR AT IE B 2, BF LA 22 AR A 1 K
NHR S, RETARS AT AL R .

W B BLEE ST T H QTR AV B R T 2 — BT v
REFAZRIE . 2007 4F 8 H 26 5, IR AR T
NERSHEMAZR, &7 RIERR A v &4
(A b A, SRR 2 IS AN, RSt A K
B, REmbs B, e g, XA RIH FEE R
o, AN CHEERS T —8 BN, Uit
TEFRE . A E R YD-C AT I 2 A 2 TR RE A ek

A 45 W R )2 R AT R R (ML B R 7T, AR
ERFERAR . MRAERGEZIN, i TR
R #RS2 B L EAMZ 8. #AZhbh, Wikdr 7 2 ISR
Yt

AR AE X BLEAIEYR, AH 2 NFRIR .
1994 FFAE KIS N EAEFHPUE RIS T AR
RPN, A BEES TRZ N, JaRESR T 2
—id, UMEFEREARERK, M RATKRE T WA M. fER
TWABT AN ER, A0k, WARMECT Pt A 5
AR -



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 19

AR ) B3 SRR R AR I D6 AN VR ZRE BB i . MR A
IS VRIl T R VR e, dl Pt ml 2, “ FRARBARA
REBITAR.” fh—EHE, X R K REAS G, b
RSP, B BIANBES N &Lk 5 5 IR 52 Elk S AL
It HANRE G #5555 A U8 AL AU

WAEM S SR, (R /R e BAMERERAEE.
i, Wi “starting from scratch (MEIFLE)” 1 “back
to square one (EFIFTUR)” JRAE—IC. MUbHHiSE T
JRRE 2 J5, FEBEEUL: “URIGTT 45 W e A 1R Kt
W, BAENEELIFG 7.7 WAE EEEN, “FREHEHTMN
YEHIR”. g E B RA = AVERIE RS REan b B se,
B 7 AEBA TS N Re iR

WAEMAT I HE, BAZSRE AR, BOEREA A
PO AR SEAELAS N Lo b (1 B i — U T A2 A b 25 AN
0T BATE Tt . BAT R RS W B i B A £ 5
N WARAIBCA TSR AR ER, RS Irb B A E
Tio Tt AR & R AE R NI, B2t % ik
VO ARG SHAZIN, TR RKEAZ AT .

WARTRAE T 780 55, W EX TANA . e
B At A S ST I 1) PRI A i ) e A e 7
T TEbRR SRR T

FEM ) B A B LA BT IR B G 2 B ie A A4
. WAVE THRWBE, B 7 ARMAHE. LA IEE
R, WARTARE. WAL Z ATR AIRA T a4 15
SelRH A, FrARAGE ‘AU a7 k. MEEE
AN TEHRZE, MTEEWREE.

WARE AT PR, WA 5 I BRI, ML) Ui T
TR . MR, SR, B2 T i E RS 2
HoT, BMKOR, 5. TR -ATHBIRE, HH
AR



20 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

W ARLE 2 Ak 5 Wi (Providence) KRS 25 (Swan
Point Cemetery in Providence) & 504, ) — FEEiIE
W, RIS BRI — S . WAL SN WIAERS, & T
P HR M

A O 2 S AR R 1 A
Yafei Hu Scholarship Fund
1 School Street

Sharon, MA 02067
BRI R — LR



HERLBH----F &L ILIEIE
—R

2009 7 H 21 H, JLFREB—EARIERRE, ik
RERPE KRR 2T KA. RHIER, M) UETAER
HOLERMSF TR, RBUNT, £8K%K, A LS
Ko MEB|ZEGIEARL, RIS, BRAEMISELI
Pim, WWIE—E R E S

6 T, ZBEETLE, 8 H 12 HEREFISEE, W
BP0 I LO)LIEAR, & B R T BL T ZE, THK
IEAMERAE T, WARED B 2R i, IRERAR
WReF27, WA R T “IREFERINNER”. K
P AR S FRAE 5 B S R Bk B O, WA TR 20
Bl “IXRERFPIVEIL, W, JURBEOK TIRE T, 1
WRLE R Z BREK. 7 WAREXMAE, BT BIF5 1 i
IR ST KIAE

FENARR SO BB T = H, R A
wiEE="H. IREEFEWMKSE—RIL—RES, F2it
R R FRAIT IR WS U “ RS N
THUHGIRHAT ", AN RE e R R . BRAEHR U
R WBWARZ AR, Btk ay R =1, thiERF 7
WUAH, stk RAEWAEY T, SRR T — A H

Wz B, PR, )T, AT IR A BB AR
2%, WM O —— S WS —— TR R AR R S5 —
— A Jim BERR AR A B —— B R EAE T, Hibid
& B A TR AE I 5K

11 H 5 El/ﬂ'_éﬁ’ Jlm HLI@%T&’ ﬁ%iﬂiUTKﬁf" ?‘Z
E A A M B B AR R AT, MR SR b, AR Y
e CWAE, AR, @R T, WIRT .7 MEREH TN



22 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

B WEAE V. SRBUEMORGKIEIN R, FRE db i n
— Ut WhERGE, Wt T ARE, ME A
W, ety VIR, iy Bt SRR R, AR
o P BE R B (i i 5 RdR, IR AAE 70 2ITKND,
At Rkul T, BiE—%5AWmR A, &
O AL ARFUE S, SR ) b At B RS R I 25 AT U
A7 R AR X el “ i, REEFAE 77, FuEL L
LBEAMRH, REARX, BHBRFIR 7 RATRARER, Wi
ME. AR ARIZ T 1088 B A RHROR R R B &) 1 17

FERMAERKRFK 3 HME TILR, BRI IEAR R & 7

KBTI, BRI S, WX R, BOERAEY, R
REANRE S VR R AR A B R AEWE ? BORAE A -+



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 23

WARZAT
— R

AR A B A i RS AR AR, LB,
KRG, 7 -%Bk, HETAT. RETAT, 1t
H, AR SAERTTAT—HUE, EERAITPE R

HAVPE A I €A, e THATB H AAE—
FATHIASCR FAEF DU ZERT I, A AT 2 dr 2k D g 23E —
o MBI\ L, RANHRIERVNARE, 2
LR, A AR BAT BRI A f s 5 —
XAV, KT 1980 KT, AHIEIERT. KA
EWAR, Wi AR KA, AR NI EE A BRE S
TREEAL RIS . BT — Wanl, LG, AT
oo —RJLEEL BRI WIATIR . ERAARIFA
e, MERMATA R, WY . R, BRET
SIS, —REAT AN E e B, B
MR I ERR T, NI, —F, WARRS
—fRRIE SR, MRIEFR R T . A EARIGHE SR E 3, T
AR B fE, R ANEFEEE . 1980 FARHIER
“IERT A R A, TR A A AR S TR MBS
HE, MREENNEZR, mdt. TR RZ T,
Rk, B RERL S R SEFESRAT AT BUA X
GRAR. RWAET, MAES . JCHM T HtRER (5445
B, (EHSTEE) MR A NEdE, HikER
Ko WZAR « RETLENTE S - Melh, MR TR 2
FEMME . SR, WEIR « DIRRIAE - e, A
36 E A B R SR ARHE N 25 B o ARSI i 3 A
—/MNREN L, BaX B OA T E N TR ? AR
TF T A 1R i [ A e k2 e 56 [ it A2 R T S B ) ST,
PRERPIELRE S [T, (HUOIFAF RS, RBPUE R — 24
PR AEAT, BTURAD Bk . EAEER, &A1



24 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

MBI B, WRERESORSEN, Fr
JERHF RIS, IR H R EIT iR, H— 0L
IR IBRTER T, AH R, JURRE, PrERE, A
RLAEIZ I — AN B DD CRISR =35 — .
IR BMZAL B VIR LA . LA LS BRI R
L. —XMSIERAME AR, 2 Eag, g
I A R — FER AR R SFR G, FAIL
AT E WA CHPRLAAFENIRLLASAS . B AR L
WA, B AL “CIBEIT, ERER. mXE BRI
RN, FEBRAN. —HBISK, LR R
AR, ARG B, HEG M, Rk RE,
MR AR T ANEAE S, MRS (LD AR) oeeee

WAEFIF H E DS, B3 1998 44 H—KAHE . HBIK
AT (RIB) SN RRAT AR LT 7 =X,
BATSCOR JIM — B LoREEE B, BATE THEE, g 7HE
o WOEIBAAbE AL, AN, BEREIAE, BIE K
Km0, FATEE RS 7, IR B
BIEAT (PR3D), THEmtds 7 ARG, i 2
X, iEgAEAERIA R, ASESCE R 3. XA
e 25— KAV EAE )L, JEE T JUER R L.
whlel 7 ARER e, BATHESAFE R, WHRIT G, D>
BRIANEE, £ PRI, — SRRk
PRIECAF LB RS oo 7 P TR ARROR B, AT —
R R, HFF2 2R MR NICERAITAE B4
X7 o

JE AR VR BRA RATR R FE I F . BB % TR
LI, U, WO T, SEAR TR, A B
KW, R a2 [HENELE DT
I, dh e MU K A W BT JLE 7o I AR
i i B B AL, BIBMA MEAEIRAETEINT A, SORR
ASERITE, ZEROAFERAZ “IRIEIEG 52 7
117, RERRIGEBEATIT 7o RRAELARN L dT,



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 25

Ak, MBUE, HBIA—FF 7o ORI E8, 4
Ay R ANASRE L —Fhi 2 B A —Fhipi i, — MR
MR L, WERTERRANBEBRER, A BETEIR.

R RAR 2 T AR M B =R Ge, AE LR
SR IMILBE I 5, R 7RI IL. B ALC MR,
WVFSEhr ER AR RAE RO B AR TR, Myl 7T
BERMARRI R 5o

FRAN LARRY 3 4 P =4 S 0 A 3% AR AN F 1
AR R TOPAT . AT TR, IZRREE, ElR T
O, HIARAMHE ORI, BRI LS, WARG AR R ARG
Wro WISEFFERER, HEHOR T, WRWANRFRE. &
EARREEAE ], B2, HERSGE, LAEESA
I HARII T, BRI AL 0B, RN
17, W NWEAE, fFis M2, WAE— B, K45
SR, iR EAAE R . AR RIREIE RS T
#Eo

WEBNS FRIEA MG HRASHILBILAE T M 1988
FZ e, B BB B R AR, (HARAYG 3K
LG ERREE. WX B EER T 5%, BT
BHEA L, BATHN I SAJFAATAE F] — M5, I
AR K B NPT, R RNIEM AR 1 m L.
AR AR SR XEEA L, A R e 2, WfE-—A4
A TR, B NENRARRE . BN A G AR A, REH —
REDAI AL, F— i 2. WXz, &
XERE, B4, BEFLIEX T .

REMEARARE, A, BNGIIERLAZ LA

BEEELTEERK
20101 H9H



AT FIEHIBR
—FE

WS “|AT” WA AT HE: ZTdE, N\
AR HARZE, LT Smith College, ZEEALAHMIJLAME
Fr LT — o RS AT EUAS A AR B 5 55 SR T A
7, A SERNE P 9838 SR U & RAE R — AN 90 T A

Wr 5 R B A LR AT, A B O B A 7 A A
Z WA AR, SR AT AR 5N
BARIIA SQ BCUE: ARIE/ DU Ar BRI, T ARFE
ARH, ARAT AMGAT — kbt JEAN IR OEAR, —
R AT R BB, R1E, ATTfE =R
RPN ELBEATEH, TR TiFJLE, 414
AT IR A .

SQ EH WA MM E S — R/ WA MR 4T,
R, ZaMak, A — AFR. WIRRS /M L AE
A IR R AR R, P R AT AR R M G5 g . S
FYEEIRA R0, 5. K SQ HAREME R, A it
MBS EAEAE Concord, BRP . EBAENFK Z . SQ i, ML
FERBITHOE, FKITAMGE AR HE & UK, T8 3
WRR e R ] R TR S, ENBARTR . MEARLE — i ALAL
FRARH, WeAAER S, WAL MARE, TR
B, H eSS

HEGXEL, O R IR H 1 R R 2

Lt JUIR Concord, BEIRTE/NEE L&, BEI—A/INAK
Mr, SEH MK, SRERERD SQ IR, AENIRE RIS A
[ —FEAHF, BAICIE R R AR, RN T LR A 2 A 6



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 27

Ve, AR A RN, ARG I TR S, R
LAY, ASHE S BRSSO TS 0 L MAR L

WKL RAETREER “TAV” Wiz, EMZRTHIA
=N, AR DT, FIE AT WRERHAK
ZAEMTEST . AR E A2, HONRIE TR
W R AT ,  MEHHARE e L S G ™ FRRC I
T ARIEREABRIFRLET, BE T OEMF, X
WRELAE MRS, AEHERH . AR ELORSKHAR A R

W=t AE, — MBS RN, M e bt iE ]
(K1 £E AT RIZBTHI i I 1 4 88 & E AR (K A
—MMEERERN, AR EImEZR, BRRZ
N KK R B ] AORAEAEXFEM AR ZEH, ol
SCEI AL RN L) LR B AR S . i ARE T £ R
I AN FEH | BT & DN P S A E DAY S R 5
ik E . UM HRTIIE YL &5 A — Mttt
B AHRUIRE T At AN Sk R, PTBLETR)
I, AERE— BUN R A RESK Ko b SR I A A BAE A
P, ACEMER, RAERHRIG ST, ANABREARES), AR
BA B NEE K. ARG SRS S S 5+
JUS I 7 5 B AT K

£ CBAT WIRBUHR m . KR mErz—=2
W, KM, e GHE, Sid R/
R SRR . UM ARG R T, BATAF A AR
WALRE, RJIERHE, BEREZ . NN A A FF
B R ERBE, EE CARFRANY ALRER R
ZE FAE, AT, ASRIFLRR. BEEN
BT, RORRAEER) S HAR R, RPUR
Lo BUE A RIBEMANE R LA AR NRRF AR BT — 22 3
FHYES R, 3 BB RE AR I — ke b (i AT A\ Jgeifis—
!



28 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

RERDIXFE— AN W7 e, At S FRLF 2 B 45K
g5 R S, Hde . MBSy, 2B, K
LFml, BATTLAJE TP BRI 2 o A ZAEAE — 55 )R ANAT
3, WAEAR T, AREARFK =5 WIEKHEIRT,
AMUMEER, BEERITRES. KRG IRE D,
EH——HIER RS- KRR AR T S g A
77 MEZEEBRFEU: REAAT? AT 17!

——FIE ST 2

MG S R /R, ] DAATL A vk 18 2 0 2 R AR
Ko WEd—51%F /R De Profundis [KEAR, ML
ERMEMN D B, B, KW e E RS E R
AR 2 RISk

LIt IRXS De Profundis 45 —F)3% BN R AR :
Suffering is one very long moment. WS ERSERAE, KBE
T —BOH R .

A REEEF/RIERHOC, 58— Bt iR, i RAEH
R I -

. Suffering is one very long moment. We
cannot divide it by seasons. We can only record its
moods, and chronicle their return. With us time
itself does not progress. It revolves. It seems to
circle round one center of pain.

MR E = DU T AR 7N/ A —
2y, BN AREAMT . BB IFRRIIET SR, Ay R 2
Fl SeE AR R B

AbTIXFEEE M, MRERUL: MEXKIMHEREESE -, A
PV 252 =5

RIAE, XM E IR



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 29

WEEEPEE: BRZAERR R, —2 28R
WREZ, ISR, AR

X RGBS — 2 A I )[R SFT HER. PIAFE TR
BAE— Pt TR —4, @SB E PR iE, ZEiR
(B[] —AME L o RIS 2 Jm RO AE AT T AR DAY
IR RIE R, 11 H 6 S2HH T, SRR K
A RO E BT GE: ERETNERZAREA
D, BA TWAET 11 A 5 HMG Rt R X7 0
AR E R .

AT AT YRR SRR, (HARIX R 1A
PR TRGE, SFFRREAEEEMALFEE . 5 RIMAE
R L A URE: WP AE AT BB S AR, R B ARSS It
BT RZ B BRI, “XA NGRS

iR AR R LA B R AE iUt B
TEIRIZ T — PR RHBIZANS 1o aFsEd

WeEE TAESS 1, PEMEBHOG, v O], dffH
AR X o

PG, “HPAZ” 1 =52 Ja Wi i 5
PR HFE B, BIRD RN, WEMN ERECLE L,
Pt ELEL 2 U AT L 2 BAME B TAR W EAR L.

IR GLR LA [ (RIS AETE M KT 3THE0E, e St
BRI, MR, RIESERER, KOTHEM. Ut TAER
Fei. M. FRMEEIRZUE. FATRIEEK. DUERR
MRS “587 U 1 AT X%

IBRBILIR T HE BT R RA R R IR ERS . Wl
AR FRMMBEFIORNENR, WRAEHEL, FRREE
TRAZA I, SIMARIHBOEA . BRI\ AL
B, GF R BT CEEER R S R SRR S, Rk



30 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

i LK. FIERAGDIRD: Rt R R AL
B

i (IS RS FRATEN B SR BK—— B IR AN AT
MR, (HRHKZEZILE KA.

LURLEE BT R ET & R, BHl, E£1E
YRUZHR, AT — IR R I 2 T8 ik . KR
—WIR, AL BRROILTHIN S S s T, PR
HIRET . W B SRR =D, BUa N e B S Ak )L
MRS AR I At JA A S i SR 5 R T i Ak
BT, UL PAATXRAEMR LY ? BRE ARV, LA
Yl BUE! WEHTHL CERIMASEA Jin M, AT
FEMTIAERRE ? X JATE BT — A NEBA T AT
T JEOR A S A AN L LR AE IR AT L FRAT P AR O )3 A !

A — IRFRA MR 2 2 B oo B, 2 e AR i
17, NN, RARIFIREERR — 2 LAt 2 5 J5 17 5 g
M—"F. MEE—FKEEAZE, £ EHEHT, H2 AR
%, Jikitsh, WMAFEAN. WAETFHLE R B,
WRKIL, RKIT. REMRE? REMGUWA il ik
Yt BE R FRATEAE TS BrERIR!
Happy New Year!iAWHi%EZE,

MR A e BB, Mz BRI RS, &
H—H. BdER-tuE, MR, BRI RER—
ANHNE R, MR, VAT, ARIE RSN e AT
E o Ja AR XIS H 1. SRS H A HT A
Ao BATER MR AR IA MR, (HEBRITMNE T, B
o, REEEEMITHFENTT. AT &
WA RAT AR ? IAA IR, k. X2
MMEAiE, BABIIL? BB R AT I (R A S 2
(PR EAR R SC N, TSGR BEL ). R AR LUK,
PAIDGE—BE R BRI RIS He BRI T
WA RIEE, WEERAR, SFRER5IH T 557



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 31

AR, MG EE — 2 R A D b O I R 3 T >
g5, WEFEHLERN, 8127058, W Oarnss. ik
FE I G KR fr, JERRC FOR A LRI BE G . LK
PR

FUUNERARRETAMN, B TR AL TR B U b
BEHCRE 20 SERTE ARG, —HZ A, WA RE LS
e AT A RGBS BT i MR T, BECE a1
I LIEs AN S ESh QAN T AN RS 1o LA (LR LNV A
HAVERL, AT UM SCARAR A, ZEEE[A], FRESRA b
B, HAERE T /R RIATEARIERFA T, Htids
1o IR AT TR, AR L
PRI, PR EARAB A T D Wi AT, FRA IR
AIRE, KRR EN .

WEEZRTEESE VB 45, 1R, g, MOR, MR
o HHAHEGE, FRBH R JAR S Xk
iz, BREFRMNBPERO AL ER, ENW
T BEEEITE, AREEER. WX EEZIRAD T,

AETT AR T K, MR LIRS AR b A BE P AR
WA, fRREE. A RKIM EuARAE K ds, MLl
WK, Hafe /N “/NbEF Tucker ™. SEHES H[R]A B 42 5%
NEAEKIPILIER LR RITPIFEITTTE T — i, B2
—REI, BERER, BB ERAL AR EA.

FAR AN BE P, B4 MR AR 2 iR R I It

£ AT WAL, Sud (L 3 MR
AHERFHIR. RBIEAITP RS R M B o R R A SR
ARt. MhE R NEAAAEZRE b, BRSO R k. R
FREEAZ, EHEK, RS RSURE, 2
I JNIE 22 FAERIES . DUONEATIAGE EEAS BN 3L
HH—HEZ AN, FrUABATEATH FIAE S .

WIIESI MOV AR “ PR B iy —1



32 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

HEN . NREAFA LM, T2 PR L. hIEF =
M) TAF . R RIS — mER . AL H LS
kK, —FME, FRAGA! HAER, iR AR b
T, KieAE, BREANEERR, ORI wEBEER
B A, EARHISE, B, &iF. RIOVREXFEE,
RO NAERI s, NAERESR . 2450, &
I J LR GRS AT a2 AT E

W B R 26— 10 AR AE — P M 5K 1 2R 4L AA ST
e, FERROT MBUM B ER 5, AR RS E I/
S, SCRPRTT S Ak A DUEE N LAl 45, Ah R e 8 3L
TAR T htE, M 7R P SR AR, FE AT i
A E M H 45

BT JLEEMEES Fid—¥k Boston Globe, &Kk, —ksC
TN— KRR A, bl 78 SR AR T FiE A — e —— X R
Bt W AR L LT AR TR, i A LS TAE/E R
LR EME KB — A — T # e N TIRZ
RIER 5

MR MCRARIFIREGG, BONRANKIE, BERFRAT
MR AR W AR 2, FRAAS O T2 W 75 A 0
IR, AHZRA B ARG B S5, +arokin. i A S an i,
PRGN, how can it be otherwise!

FELAR, DBEEEN—NRR, REHENES
W, fE/hig FAEEERAEEIT AT IR New
Hampshire — /M AW RIHLTT o % i [ >k J5 25 18 A 25
o WATL\AMG L. WHOER, HER—-ExE0R, B
NUE S S R B U R RS 4
B BIETAE -, Wil ExAREEM REEL. X
RBVECURREA TAE =R, FIHEBPI RIS 8] fi 2 A8 A
Fo WU TAE=RERRE, MEKBKRERZMI. thid
BAER AL, EALZHAT. Wil NFa 2 LEMPIT K
K, B TATAR, R Rt



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 33
BAEBIXEMENEF &G —ANHEH.

RRUE, EFE T ERAR, FATEGERENSA
—ANBEERIEER: d IR .

08 [ )\ H W1 M RS AR Bie iy, 1L 17— 2
JABCH R . TR R A XURG o R B, R AR 2
RO Rt X 7 AEMIALHE. AT
1o REFWISE, FUedyrt, WMBMRAFKHAIRIT. BRI
B ERPIRIEN — Bl KEZ: OBEARERIE
o M ERIESTLIIT T, A MEA LR T
JUiE, AMEHE.

BRI E R EE, HARRE T2, REET
%%, FRAFE . NRFECR. XTH—KR, KMEILA
], LEEE, Wkrdk: Bow 7, WRRE. BiEfFH
A, EE, AR .. FEAS I L) LB AR I AR 2R
WM T B RGN, AGTHR, SRR K RNE,
SEZIM TR, B UM T B AR, B R
I

ORI B AR IE PR LA S 0 22 PN BRGS0
B, gl A, Az, B, ARMERRZ. TR EXRE
—IA. .. X A RIE B X DN —— R
21, FRRITE, JFHEFRE—RZAKS, 242

Lo

|

2008 4 8 H#I, BREHHAIE NI e . XMEE
TR CRMERES, WA B FZ0E 2 KR A8
K, FIRIRA AR —— R B 3 QSRR

B AT . Sk REERE R A SR
PR, AN . MRS ROFT PR T LA R
PR A AE i (A2 FE P e Nk ST, T BT



34 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

B o BRI DU A e T o SV IA] (M 5, 7 i R PR BE A i3
PBEE, WhiZR/NINIE Tucker FEE M. FFUER, ik
A2 JUWREETT H AR, ME AN A TR LRSS, —
e I — R YA X LRI, A& “HOMARKE
S MR, mE-R—-UIEE, RA “LriEzA”
{DF SIS

AR NS BRI E &I T . A RES UREEILAISCEE,
ABAT 03 A e R I S 2 M o A AN AR LR I ACAT ) R —
— RO ARRIE TN A . W B E, iR, EREDE, B
i, & LJURPRL. B EARA = E “ERE” B
PR FEI R 20 WA, (A ess, ZEaHE 3.

(e JK A ) ATV A FEAG I A A, R HERIR AR o
RUMAR 2 SR RE M N RIS 5ELF, A 5ehl, MR S H i
B, BERAPIRAES D BN FTJLEE — B, AR
BRI B AR — BASK . FARE b I b LR3I
B, SR RESS T R G A LSRR R . FAE S AL
Pio

SRMZ AN, B AR TR JE

FENARBEEM T RKFAR RS, BB,
IENDBEEENT. BT - RBERE T, M. a5
PARIZE T 0 i 5 R R O R DG HE, e Al . T KR
LUR ALY o

+— AW —— 2 L AR —— AT o )
Wo AERBEAT, KKBH, WTLLFHE. BT E#HE TR
K, CHTFEE, BERET, WERZEGEKR. KBt
ARA, EREZ T WETFAREILRZANR T I,
W ERPDCRIE I G R TAF, WFERBAH — IR AR

WA WA 5% S A T, FIRERSR S, R
MEEE, B—Z0IH H AR AR B AT . i
PRI o A RISTIIF o FIE T KA



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 35
WhEAEVE: VRBEZF AT A 2 1 b

MRl MR, HENEERA . Uik R
AMETUR? SO, S RIRIARIAIATRESE 7. Hik: X
EAWTEMAREN? thid: &, LIIAREEEZLILER
Ko WSEHNZAEIE R KRR

g AE R AL T S e N T E S, gl TR
I, WA RRKIRZ G M. i JRAEZIRZ AR
Pl -eeee AT R AENZ L HHZK I, AR EIR? B e st
BRI i 4 AR HE g !

AR CART— FRIC PR A T i 52, IXEE, AR
e, e RO T A S R o i G U 3 3
Yo I, L RokE. TREBPEETE, HE
TR IEBR U . BRI i I A E, IRILVE,
Rz, Jid: DR EBLBNE. R Izl
FEMH], EaE! oo LERHE R Bkt A5
AN R 7N i 3 P N P W 311 1 R VN
e BERE N RRARAERTE, MM A AT KB
B BIRAT, X V020, 7 Ui 0 i1 A R 2 AR o

e A IR B B MRS o b SRR 50 ) T A K
RUCBE EEU: R, FUF! s XS I AR
TR, PUREE UMK R Z IR, AR A A 5o W R A I
JIAEAERE P R R AR JE TR S, — /) 6 3l [ 0 N T 5T
PERENUSOR . AR T . ENEEHN - MaET, B
Ak, A, WERAITTHNSGIRE, T RREE
. ks AELHEM: LR, RiEAZ? |

AN B R S R T R R L 5 T iR
Lo Wi FEAHAR, REREE!

TAPFENTE M HIOKRH” KRR A
FH LB e TR, RA. RN RIS R 7R
A —— AL R GE A E R, SR B RIkA 1. T



36 FROM TWO COUNTRIES
b, XA Bl R A Z N IEAN L

—HEF R R R TR R A 25
I DU . i P! ERRREAS ! BERAITE S
M RAS, MRIUETEN, BADAAE R E8EE, B2
MR BIFRER R VI 95—, AR MIEEY:, KRG
B %, MR IR R, FRARAEMIAR B, %
REFENIE, B TR DUE, MERATLOR R i
I, T LR AR AR B R, A
A, IR EGE T AR R BT 20 0 C 283 O A (G B

AN TR 2 T MR EREE Al E R ) il
Wit seds, Fid, ITHRAGEIREAT IR, WA, HiX
BANZHZ, NFFE, 5T AR SIXFFEE
PR, O BRI

RETWAREL, WERU, K& ik, —
A, HIEL !

P AR TA, BERNBR L, LSMBGEES
JE B PRI

MR A SR L T 2 vl B LATE, b LSRR,
JEHAEAT — R B R I S0 1 UL T AR R RS ]
A ORI IR TSR AR 7, d TS A 1
Wei. A, BREREMN, I ORI, B
H ORR RS S Rl TRIA R R MG,
FENF RN ERXZATREAESUR, EE M
MBI A G, BIEEST 105, Ry
Z—YPRe R=ALFZAIGEE R EHAE: B X, FEHURTER
Hite REFREEMEIGE, BEHEER TR BB
IR AR AR B E IR EE. BEE LSRR
PR, AR R Y R AT AR R R 7, AR
HAT - MERZ IR . AT — XS R R 7B A AR T AN
Ja, M. PRASBERORATN, ok, WEBIS, EERET
H . FREAVERMFIRS . I0EA - Jodid il B,



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 37

PIREEEE, SCHER TR TEERINR—2)L, BB,
Y USRS Gl

JaREE S BEHE TR RN, B85
Fio B FIRERR EARIEMRE N, XA Rl A4
i, N L.

5EIX i AaEE, EERRIRZHOLIEAH T .
iR —FaA. JidBmEFaHEEeS, Fraale
%‘BTWhole Foods W93, WhitiRZ 45, PUmHT, S/t

W . BREEREZED . ISR 72+
Hfﬂij]ﬁ?, Ja kLB RE—RIT AR S FE R E 2T LA ER
SRAE VL B I BH FAT TR B

Xﬁﬂ@%iﬂéﬁﬁﬁ%@iﬁ(”&*%ﬁﬁ%%E‘JEP%'ZJ“hL, *
e NTRFARRER 211G, WIEHGEE A MERIER . A
RBANE RN WS %T%’Eﬁr%%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ’uﬁ?

0 R R A e AN K 5 R AL

JRIT SRR T e P = A 2 N ER P [E A, RIS
ZIREHN CEE=ANHAZ G

09 F—H K, FRATL) 1 1E T2 el X i i) F 52 e AL
JRA: BEER A L) UMb B LT R ARIE R R, MEk
2. WA EE, — PN ANTTEFE Copley
Square ARZRZE K. HEFZBE IEGFE BRI, R, 1R
BRAN, ATUAM— KRHEIET 1B & Ald. M Park Street ¥
#% Tremont Street MIPHE, I HEFZRTA BT 0B T
IR, BEX, WRRAGESR, PR 4EKY G
WOFRIEN, FEE—MAESLRH .

W Lo e LR B B T LT R Ah e, 7 B BOE B2
BeH . WIRE BT 0E T A & i 1, i
R, AR, (H KB NESER. B
(S " ESRARCNINES R2T = Pk S8 S AW (R R U S A1 S AN



38 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

ik (W7 M Walgreens —FI0EK, KEPIGR, HAZE
WD) o MR ES 11 BT H b ook 1 N B R4

e ST T RN, bl P [ Sk 1 1
b, VUALEE, WRANELE—FREK: 5L, RiuLF
Wz, BiEEr. i, W, BSRW-KFiE, =TEEAE
—& . DATERAIMP—EE T (KRR M EEEAT), ¥
o WL BAR S . BRER AN T IR A, b ST Bl I
R AEAE S KT T U IRR, SR 13K
FeHBAR, PRICPERIRGS . M —E. WFBUFIH .

B LA R B L EANME 2, BETT R T
Jio BURGESE “KER”. MEEHEZ, 2N
“RKA7, R SR A EAG ,  E SNSRI —
Mg, ARBIEGRET, w6, REhE. &K
Yl SR, WEHTEUCR. BERITIENK. Wl 73
RT . WIEENEATIAK, MIAGR, B, B RATEA
WA PR R E R R — DT

IRl vl e 2 =R T QN2 = [T /SO ARV
WIT T o BIAITHEGE S EME . TS Z A M =R N RS
RS, BB AN. WM ESAE, ETHHERZ
Wi, UKERRA, I HARIME RgiL, NMRMER. MEEN
WEFEK, HTE. REREXT, BRI
R, AAAsT, RAFE - JZRENIRE, 2w, i
IR RGP

R BEAR R A ELA. MRS “fatr” &
WITJE TR T —F, RRFFH. BAUNEHEERE, )
BEHORRAE O A A T AR — RN R,
AN, BRI EZ, BAIYNE B> 25 ek
IERPIRAST Z I8 I 8], BEES — ELAETHE GRS, B
RGP

MAVREIBRAN A, AT NGBS i R G —F
“AEE MBS B R E. BRI Mt



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 39
T, BB — N NER, “HOIE.

PG RS mx AR, WAL, WA AeE T, H
LRI AR5, BOYBEER “WEFR8 7. Bk 7 2 ettt
FANUECA AR 7 db T AT AOBE,  SCIAERIERT (0%, mrdR, 0
., MWEETNH, WHEESR, XFBREREILT. X
R EA LS WAL T, LMW, REERE N
7w, WH T BB BRI S ' I w4 WA

FATABUET-H O, BT 25 B 285 1.
A B & 2UBA AL S T2 T =00 AF, S T AL
N7 oTa N S P T S A /Nt e (VA1 3 e o [ : DS
A, i A, EBIIMEA RS A R
BT I RFIAFAE

PG RS AR FO

RO AT AR B T . RN IR Atk
I CInlE: ARG . Wl JRIFS.

IEIACRAT N, BB T A2 UE, R
B, ARALI . BATERHBATU A W BELE T ST £,
WREE VR . XAME LR R R R, O AR— 2 L
R IEH N

IKERZJFENDCE TILEM RIS, &k 7 —xT
FHSER . BOSEY, RERGHE 7A. B, HIIE S
UMM Lo oy THCENR, MKy, JRAEMZH
NERAEEH LROPAZ, —RRAR. e L5
I, KUEHCSRES, 37— ek, JEMAATIRSE
I, MARRE VISR L. WAE—SHA ML L5 L
JR T, MEITTR bR, REE-YoRE T LEME
Ui, W, FELFIAR). BV, NG 52 Bt A
Lo BUAE AR AR IR VA K o

WIA&E 7 — FEERAERR “ish”, &2MSF—H



40 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

= AU A HAE LG XESZ I RIE 2, A KR H b 1R

o TG R AR SR DT, N IER . X R
ks R . SFERHA - SHIEER: R A —
W, BMEEREENEE T, ARRHRANZES FIPHE TS
ANIEW L7 (AR A e Jm— WD o BT A G 1 5%
W, REXAMREM T, ARRKREMR. By 2iiE T
EEXRAMEST HOR I Ja R ET s S 20+, BRI

K, BARIE B RIVHRE, TP O a KT, ER
Sl B N A B L — A, ARk

B LA AR LG 7 I0 AR PR R BRERIEAE . WLAE AR L.
A K

il

AL RE AR EN, FAaEmE =4 A it
A ARSI E . Hod:

——FEIRIT TR R EP RS AR, HA, R

——IrUr I, ARSI A, AR RS K
R BAMBEAR——REEZER;

—RBRHFEHROE, fHARMEFRAMBATE, Badl, &%
S Lk

W4 L Lowisa ik ATLA TR, —RAIMEL
I

——RHEPE AR E BV ESUE, SFER
JTEE T B,

—= V4 A3 A RSB 1a) 2 i B I ety ZEAE

B

1B
— \H G R BHLIEE, R AR BEARR
SRS E P



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 41

WA, RNt ELMG KERN, BT
W, e HAE,

VU3 0 AR, BRI SEIR R SCHF, WAl — K
ﬁ%ﬁ%iﬁ%%Tm%%ﬁ BEMRAI R AR AR, BhEF
KEEF, FEBTHREN, iarrer, JLEMLT, K
NWTT IR TIRZ KK . BRI, E25E .

RIS it R 5 46 BB e 2R, BB AR E, IR
2, DRTERRAENRE, BAAEDEE .

AW REAMEAZE . TN R R E HIAL
Y, BRI EHL, KRR Tt R E A
BT BAULMEOLES, BEHZNERRT . Wfﬁ%&
oo MRS EXRDE, AR T 70, R HIRE
W7, ARZ O ERA S

ERHURTBEEE RO TSRS, BRI A 1
W BEEON IR ST L HR S E A &, kS DUR R,
HTERE ST JARIER, 0 HLIRPE .

VUH CUS M RO E T, 2% HNEERT, i B ik
Kb dSIHARML WK, EEEAIUA “SE7 i
o (AT RER LS ML) FERKAER, ek
TRACHa], & IL!

7 LUJE R R NAE MO IR 2 85 . SR PR i
%, (HUAE BAR EBOIOBUIR, BT AT Rk i A
A RS AR, AEH, AELETE LK
N EAERSTEL, POAAE AR Xt NEATERZAR
7, REAKRBAZL. Bam, HrmERez.

WAE DY A R SRR LA “KIER B B, LR
fro AMIZAMBHIERE . ZPKAZEHBK, HEHEE
. MIAEHeERExREAH CH b, KOV SEINZ]
M —Fhskeds, sk, 7



42 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

T e W —RAERE L RRUYOER I, A
DEGLRBER .. ZWITESA R, BERSERN R
RN WRBBAE, B RIIEEALF TR E, 8
BT ERL. X AR RRITEREITYE EASAER? AR
MRAAAR L 3 495 5 SO OB R 2

EE A B MERE LR G ERANA T 7 )
EREMAEW, ) OEEARE, WRIAELT .

RN, WERF G “ZI7 P=REAAE&E, BHN
SN, 7 BT IR R, BREE ). ARER AL
S, MWW AE, UMD e . e —
S B LB, AEANTEL. WORTETFRE, B R A
A AL AR E AL, 50 AT A

WAEI R A EBUE, AWK 7% 378
e TS BN AEETHR T ZNIMNERALT,
HLE 7 A, NI

W ARAE & OKER” , IERIEEFIME, B
TN LA BERNAT -

AT, HIGRBAE, BN IME: LS
FEMW. FAREARIE, BRI,

297 JUIR, BRERE NS AN GFIRI EOE . A —N 2
AR R ST R Ul B ORIRORIE . FRAGAEM LT
RBER, RATHEERNE, nRENTIHMKEZ, T
AT, IR Tucker —#2 B TR FK

MEELCHRMRMFA, RIEJEH K, R
ABefir s, BRAESORIL T HiR A, A . Xk
I ABERRAR T, AT TIR RISk, XA A
2.

e TR FURIEZ RN FHI 7o MR R IR
BUAESIEE 72 I I Zmg . & JNINEZ. dhid: K



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 43

AT, A RBIBUEAESZ LA 1, b2 b A E

(U IESR 2525 73AR5R) , AREERAR 7. 24sy Jin i 1
HIE, Ay Bk, Tt BRI FEIREER . W
. THRK. Kz, EATHAAX, TGN EIAEMLT
ik F. Ok T MAEEBASEE, RMBEEEEFD AL
PR o BB LRI AW, ARSI, BERERHECT
R BRI ERREUK, LACEsAMET .

WEEE MERBEST LR, B, T SR a i, e
PHER Y K%, BREAE 7. WALHHEEA SRR
. Ridfaahid: BEARBEA =MHII A, RIEERE
EATRENR? EATTRENE? MR, FHOEM, RS
EIN A

AR5, BB AR EAR, —2ILPdsk, —&
JLSEA AR, A NBEARSE . DI R A s v T
MaFeabe R B, . BAGW? M, ERML. Rk
TIGRE RGE, BB, B, ke
&, ANBYRELIR . BEESGEK . FAE R — 5w
FEEME, AU IR A

¥ Jim §IEMZ, ik UAZ B AR 5 VR R 2 R 1k
e, B VLR R B TiA RHSOR YT, 1R, JFHRA=
AN BRI TE], R S P b P B SR FRAR R AN AE
TMBFART .

e —E A TR AR EHAETHE IO, Al
RGP IS o

RO UL EEMEN O 2 LH AR X i &4
THOURAGSE , ORI 5 K2 IR AR R
Ao TABIN R U FT ARTER, IR, B BAKE
JEIRM, R, IXER T, IR ZGRE AR BRL . ]
HARME. Bart? SREERD?

A BRI A, SRETPECE TR dh. 4



44 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

ZNETIE, BRUAARIR, H T =AM R Rk,
NI 2 E WM AR 2 LR 095 T, ith— 2 IS ISP B 35 T B

Lo PR, MERTIRZ, NEERIER, I

M, ZANHEZ T, A—RUREK. WhEEEERKASET
WHIR T, BT —2)LUEREFFRNZSUETEE, %5
Ul S AR PR R BSR4/ EF Tucker, 45

EEWul: RECRE, BESEN, FRBKRMML

Mo FAIZ Tucker ¥R H CHEIRE .

ORI e T 6 PR M UL %
RERELE AT T

VU2 2NN izl N ) 2B s 1. AT,
iR RS AT — LR, BEENIE N, AR AP, T
TERAEMAFFAN . BEERARE, SWAEAEGE, Rk
AL UG, A& MBI AR

W 7B g, = 17N, e
TN . JRA VRGBT 4 A AR SR A8 T80 1 Ml
Bl RO RAREAERSKAFH . MITaREs s
BEgp b, REREAZIZPEN, B TIARMIIN” . Whis
FUKFE, WA Al EARII], Bt
JRUIE— AN T5 82 I T LA, AR, SRUFIEER
KA 7, A=A

WA MTER R, Fhy, =hEbE, BMRE, ]
R ERNE, KRR BLEELF R T SRR ERTR/ME
IR B 2B LA RTR AR, R2
Wo MRZREHEAFLH A B 7, HEU9R
FERPEM R . MARAE R AR : AR5, B WIRIRmLEE
B 7. B Ff], RELEx 1.

BRIAER A “ DGR o dhIeIE AR,
YL, BGEAHEIRFAEL, T ABCZHE, AU “ BRI
ALY



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 45

et Pl PLRTAR 2780 T RIS, RO SRIR AR AR
[BIERBCR 1 — BJUN NMRERR

AT IRETEAROZ I, HEAET . AT
PrUARTECR 7o (AR T B E)G, B RA LR
R, WERBITRZ, KEJEEWH. )

Mt SJUAMAL LI T mERWIERESEM, Bei
EBET, A4 EPEXEIHEEER T .

FAE WYL T A, DAATE TR, (B i
ZJaHE R Wil BIXZ R,

MIRCUE Bt SRS —, TARSE —. i,
DG XS wahf, BELF, R .

ATV “KRF7 DA RAEREE
AT, A IRBEEAE YR TRAGER,  FW AR AR, A
FelE iR TR, WETEEN. SR TR
FERIE: RIS KAFR) . BEERAE AT A 2 BB, ey
FERTUF RIS R et B AT 20 B —= L.

MR AN . — X EE B H, AL, wt
ITHIERiIER A, 24 PFiLiE: Some communication!
— AR A Sk, WIS RS 20, MR R AR A3RAE — /N
FRARTESER a7 WA, SLRIFEIES, T
MANE &, BEAR, WFEEEKITES 7 ENAREE
Het. Wi Ewi 7 ire, -AEH T, RER—-KTZH
INFAEAT R E R N RS, BT AR, K
i o

EAM W, MbbEEIE, sEdE . AR
fRAMUTE, RANELH.

IR, R TAN ) B Jm — X LT
e AT L TR, e T — R,



46 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

LG 1wl MERREIRE TR RE, BATR R
— PEIREEE M, EHAPRT IR, Bol BAEE A
J Bk AR 5

MR R IRARCE VD A, RISE MIRAI, A —
RV T B Ao, BOCT . FITIITRIARE XK,
A FHIE, T HARFHRIR . SUAEARS S 9 NAAH A
=)L FEe YO AR IR, SEREM RS Ly B
CHATT WIZEM CFEk” o WA RS T i
Toi DA 2 B AR s PRI PR IR S [mIK T

WREZ Ui, UM BT EIREORGE B KK, I
T, HAEXAEMAT U, WAR, JREUH B ANE T,
NARARAEI T o FATRA LR 2 AERZ o

GE: felli 7 2t s, RMFEM T, okl
1A% BT KB EHEA I ZRRR AR, B7ra: HE N,
k., AH, &, GETE. AL, GriT.
A W PR R U I B i P N 2T SR ZE BRI o S
T VEBAL, WRER, R B . R IRAT T
REEEFRABL, IR E, LRSS L4 3IT i,
ARG — JOE . BATRH R —RAE EABAEHE
RAEMEE, R SHERA I AT

PR MEER S R, TR ERREZ T, —A
IR NE, WREAE 7 7 26 HAIE P IX R

“IRE A AR MR R Bk T R, W
TIAREN, DPR T IEEE R ER X, PETT SR b E R
ZRIE R, Rl THE AR EIURIES, &R
T AT TR A E R G, e, SR
5 H PR ERIR B R, B R EEAT TGRS
Mg, LEFEEERNFTEmHEAERLES, rEC
PRI H TR RN R T R

BRI F S NEE T, AR MR TRk e, R
o BEMIRERBEELEE NP EEL, ®IR&Y, 70



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 47

Hh B A S AT RS AL B A A A RICR, . U ER IR SG2 N
PRI G o XTI — R AR S AE, k3K
MISERRR, FFFFAE g L AAE, E—EakE
E/‘J o »”

5 0 2 5 P

CRFHESATH T o L ERHERAILE . AEATELER
BRI, Bk, BERPFOVNEE T —rl BT
2R, MEANZGERER. 7

A FTE AR ], I BLE AR R AR A
MBEEECR b, SRRl XA 515, M
ENAIRER, RBEADEEBOR (REBHEESAZNE), N
HRT U SIS AN A R I R L -

Date Tue, Aug 25, 2009 at 6:21 AM
Subject: ¥k

OIARREK, —ANEMRAE B TR ANAR, @&
AR, EEBT R, BOVERERIE, Bt 7Bk
A M, S5RERITM, BT CAEEA AT 3 K
Mo WERIAEE, BOAREIEBUK R . 25 BERBdT f s 2
SREERTHAK, AT 7 JLRA B RIR, 45 KT LAl A8
S RAE5E T AT LU I — o

FEENAE, BRILRORMFE. XANEY, WIREA
BRZWAE, FRRMEEMAT, B TERERAM
FIFHERER GERIBE), FRIEILEA 2. 7% E
— A LR,

NE T, EAFER RIS . RFHL. R2EAT
EHRHRARAE— T FREN, i~ e, & E. R
LM EABAT . R HRA KM T . BEEEIE,

AN

(e 1, A AR PRI B e AN P R BEARAT - 2,
W7 BRI F R B, e 7 TR SR



48 FROM TWO COUNTRIES
BAE#R AR 1)

WA Ja TR B — AN i, DRSS AN E
WISCEHIR . —4 A, 2 7T-BA6, Bk Ra =1/
I E], Joi i SR SR T JATEE TS “H|Ig” , &
JEWEER S lr it BF RE R 1S, kAT AR A A Al K
No thEeARIBIR S, EFEEAX MR E A, A2 ibs B
AL R OIS 1K LS — B ER U 0 S R O

“ee2009 7 H 21 H, LT REB— A RERT
W, IR RMNE RIER =G RA. RBER, ML
WAEE GRS R T, RBWWT, £9K%, &A
Tk, BBNZIEGEAL, RUFWE, BRAEMmLIESE
WS, FEIE— BRI ESZMGH. r5 TR, 28
WEEFLE, 8 H 12 HIRKBISEE, WRFOZR L)L
Ak, AR ER AT OIS, JHAKIEAERE TR,
WAEH S (BT, @i, IRERARIRIFAT - 7

JNHE, AR FE N AR Sk 8 52 [J 5 32 BIHE % A 7E
W EEWE.

A= AHRHE RS, RS SEHRiE, HRSs)
mEZRZ, LfE:

Aug. 26, FEM to all:

“ARMBLEE 7RIS, Wb BRI JEM, LTS
HWe . BRI BS st R/ N

Fomtfa sl i 7 — 8, BOAEEATHM, b s 2o
o WS VRHIRANAE SIS B %, W 1 22 e A i

=W, ”
H] /N o

Aug. 31, FE to all, HIEME:

“HEALFE, FRNIABAMELEBEERAT TN 1E, TR
RGN, HRAATY, WL, B 12 mER, Za
CRAE £ NHE T — KU, AR RARFT R AR S



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 49
T

PAHERAZ YL — I ? MR X, . FAbE.
L LT«

LRI R, KBIEFER ). FERMRE U X LRIE
SN

WeEz, FATRFONIRHfE! 7

Subject: 1H1H1E: RATERSEZEHRE
Aug 31, ¥ to all:

“WIERERR AT 7 HTh, Bin i Lt e e, A
o ke tibe, hEARIE. FERREREERE,
MHES XA NLEWE, AR A B 7. R
R HAE N AH O

AL A e AV S IB AN AT, BB PR
RHORIBE T R AT HIE.”

FHE to all:

AT, RBUEINIH ARSI RS ? B EAF LAY,
TERZ T R ) AR ORRE T AR, AL
PR, BERER. MERXREHbE 1. REPER A
ZHENRE, V6 TWSBEN . an SRR b AR PR e,
OV EALE 7, AFARIAT A JIM —2, A JIM 35
4, RubfEl T BB RAT .

ERORATUE, WA AT AR RIS 1, UNHEA AR
ke, ABHEE R & LB IR A2 7. JCN if )5
—HOEAR, B, FEBGEEY X!

UG RRFITHIEHIT R X, E_REIT AR
Aug 31, T3t to all:

CRAMR, R BARMER. L EITEMRAIR %,
HIMRECZ, AENE IR IR, — e ECE L IAER
T %, AT, ”



50 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

Sep.1, FE to all:
CNHIIRAL B BriE R 2

WERG I FE ) [F) 9, FRBVTRIAT AT s s R, it T Ll
LR, HIR—EW, EREA A TR\ A
o MEEERN L T ERHSAER?

AW BE AL SAT A AT . BRI . &
R R SN2

Sep. 1, E¥ to all:
“RAERBITET, RERANEEE, MeltEs.

TERAT AR JIM TS, WEITERS JIMT
HIEIE . OBV, B AR ”

Sep. 1, &HFE to all:

“TIM ) FHLVEIE R . B ATPE?
PSP il VAN

N FEMEZATHIEER.”

Sep. 1, Bt to all:

“WIFTIE T WA TAL, M, Fasemn, o 1
. E LK T LR MBIt DR, LERATI R B
B — 5 B R . TSN A T i T AL

N e I

HARBEMF RN, BEER TR R AT H,
WA —SZF, M=k 7. BIFRFHE.
WA 22 RAE IR AE T

WM. FE, Rl FROFIEM, DERER. -
PREGVE? AR F.
TR ARSI BT )



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 51
Sep. 1, iTit to all:
“IMZE R IRNITRAE T .
X RO AA T, WA A SABERE, 1.

SEURMTIIL 7 B, RIASAT DURL T 1] il dih o BN 15 5 AT
LB TR A, BRI UL T, HE R E
ARAWE? W PRI K S EARE? SMES AR
e ARG RE A JpE? it S AR B R E Y ? B4 8] %
e ?

AR AL TG, #RE N HCRPRE R, AT
A AR, BIEZIRZIR) .

AT AT AR A Jim, R THE, nR A AR
FAEAFHATAT CLAR I WA B R e [ RAFIC AR

RiR i, AL, XEWICER. RIDJN 2 2%
%To”

Sep. 4, E¥ to all:

AR, BATEMIREEBE, ERITHIE, H—4TH
W, MR SCAE RSB M) BT, ORI, M5
FrE.

shdety, BAISBIRGFHRE RN
Sep. 4, FE to all:

“UFR). HET BRI DUE FHT RS, A0 SRR R AE R B
(AHREMD), Mt EM KA b JIM iR L E . SNl
MER R, —# BT, XN ERBT,
N AR
PINTGTFRAL, MHRVE— W iz . BE R A IR IR
WK RESEIS . B — R IR 4.

M AT, e BRSO DA E A T

—EA L U5 S5 R A BATE M RE



52 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

Sep. 5, TEM to all:

“CEALEF, i, B H T ERAR B T R LR TER S
fili o

WIRALEE 5 RS, TebbiEhh . S AL, R TR
A Sk AT o

XIRGHT R — e ERE,”
Sep. 5, Tid to all:

“CORBRAEHUG B 1. — B/, A5 BRI
A, B BRI B B A B IR O R4

PRI T ! 5 it K 4. 7
Sep. 5, &M to all:
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Date Sat, Sep 26, 2009 at 9:58 AM

Subject Eil: MEEBHELE
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‘Thanks for your e-mail. Yafei is declining—
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we listened to some YouTube music, and she liked
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is not in a lot of pain.
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JaifE, FrRAE TIXRESCE, AR A Rl A B F S
DULR SRR AR .



“BRE" LR VRIEFE

/NI, KBS L, RO TR e 5
AHOKEE, FKABERIEZTRE. T, @F. %4
AT T BT KR—8, BT ANELUE, BRBUIR T .
Fov ANBWETHOT G SR EH A RPHEE G HCE
7o X, FKESERZ T AIE, Ak T B E
CREH, SOOI T . KKATATRES U, IRUEAAER
T, WA AE S

KM, XRMFRAEL N FENE . ERETRTE B
A SEHIB2HE. il B CAEERK KT — 1L A e
HERIRAN R — D INE, WA E AKX KA. X
NIPEFARR “CBALIRERE” R “REREER” o A
LU, B “URIERET . AN “CRIGE” .

FEKREZTRAESRS2FHHRKELR. 2K
2, HEEHCKE, A ABERKORMBRE? REVREAT,
AP AABEBAK s BRI R B AR 2= —
FENMAERMER. A0, REEKKRT, Ak
NECEMT, BCRABCEER T REEWRAR,
Hbf FH R BIBUBE A 2% 5 IS 77, B “ /N5 s RN
7, B U CREMRE (ERFEIRID), ARAN Wi
#W? 7 mm. EFEAMAZ, KA GERE, SaBIis

1% o

AR VRN R a2 1 it xof O b 52 1 = U8 ok
HAHNRIEL . e, L LNILS IR A, JHia R A
MEA . XRAZUAEA, RUERN BRI — R, R
B L, EmAAL D, R R, R
Tt B HOR . BHERTIESUT A WHAIZ T, il
AL SR FRT, ERMIFEANZT . FFE, BARM O
WM, N TR ARG, SRR E T R
FEo BAHLAb B FRE B T B AR (HF T LIREA
17, AJLIRIRER T o Jask, IR T EAT, —
REMEAECEE B 9707, EH AR 172
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KR IXA 7 LS AE BN T AT R e, R B “ R
itz JERIERECEE I TER 71 AR, et
TS, kR, AR, L, AR
A JEXSHURAHERE (I T AD B M ) H TR A
i, ARG 2 2 57 DR AR URSEAFIR AT, Wiz
MRS WM RTCABRE I, BORARS R 1. SRR B AN T
AT, SEHREEHAS ORI, SRR IORE T, Sl i
Ko KB “MHEMERZIZI” AR Tk, bk r
FEXG . FEMNAFESL, BIER AR, BT VIR —
e BUE, Z0RmtinAiE i .

WRILHITIE T, WIABEFHET, RIS
AR BONMEER B AiiE TN . BN “8E
A7 BRI HE LU, BT et A R aa it il ibibk
1o FEERME B2 i PN ER AT B LR IR, 5t
CUIRIRFRZANERFA? 7 — RO T, M AR
B, TERIHRBBBE, KM2BE2 T “@fH” mtr
&, WREHRE AU XA T AE, B aE RN
R U, IXPIANERANEL, EORAS (A BL 53 4
—E). XMHE, FAUEN N RE T RN RIBUE,
“W, ANET ARANIXPA R PR, wiBkA

BT e 7 AR, MRS AT BT .

AR R R RN BT, ot i YRl R4 R
APPEERL S, —FRMECEE, —FRFINE: . AT L
R AT, B JE R AR R S
AL B R, AR DU TR TE], RIS

RO R, BEBLI UGN H QRIS 5E 1
RO B . QR A S, Fatnl BL, A2
TRE G T ZEEIW, Ot A MASEINE? R, T IRERILfE
kR ? RURE CUUEEMIE, AR, FIRA
FUEHOR B R MRE 7152 1y, BELRIRAE “37 PIEREZ X
FEULIER “4 L7, AR geme t AR, 2 AT AR
HRATTLo

BHRTEA? ZHRMB “PE” £ BREE LEEA
“HOE” , WSERR EARIERAG 7 RE, TRIRE R Tk



302 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

FERTEH . e, BARE LM ks, ERA A
FEEVRRGE B Z o XA “Hle” Z/= sy fE, —H
SR TAEEATEE. A, B TR R, AT
FHHNRIER ) LRI AT o B -e e



BN L%y

HTR AL R =AM, P RATH, i fE 43 AR
FHRPR T4 BATAEE R 2P =1+ N, EPH
— AT . AIRERZILIEER, HuL, WERFEIRG T AT
6. F—Wratll, Eafmi. R u, RBAKEEAR
1o AT, A8 FREUM weekly folder (Hiff7E
UIES I TN 3 sk v Vi Reste oy g (i BRI TE I v o1 ACTE O R

WSS LA #0: Solve the

following problems. Show your thinking for each one.

B BURIXFER: 375+————=500, FKt)LIEIEASAbik
125, 55 iR ————+899=1000, K% )L{FEsAbIH

T 101, FJUEE AR E, ReBFr ARt —F&
B, HENTH . BN AL, R B T
AR, BRI 500 A1 1000, 12 JHHNIX ) 18 &)
BT T . %65 LiEE — Wil dh T &)U
Ly, XL E A0, HILEZIM—A 0 EWRE. BfF &2
Z)VETFREE, BIN55EEERE, GRS, HithZ4#%
HEOIVER R, B RS, (HE TR 23T s 1 T .

RETHL, WRXEMA™ET, OREAK. HHA
U7, LU JLIE EAR R A RS . ) LB R AR
R, HAEFE show your thinking 7R ALF. 1EA
B, O BRALIUAT, HERWBEIE, o)Lk
WA R R R A

RETHE, W&l B (3754+———=500) 1R/
BB 1 2 5 XNERME? Whish 375 INMF, WA
fEAUL, 545 BE155) 10, 2+7 AERSI 9, 143 AefR3 4,
T AR BREE B, HEREA RIETE
o WXIREH R, NIXNMEE (——+899=
1000), RAEARE] 101 XNERAINE? s 899 X/
B, HWERMNGAELEN, 1+9 g2 10, 0+9 BEfSH] 9, 1+
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8 RES R 9, MRVEZE, wLRIXEEREMAE RN, B3
U OHE ORI . B2 Ui e AN A TRLR, #E
BE—A 10 &%, mHBE A, SN0 B
BAF 10, TR E AL BRI EAS 9, RN EE
f7o TS HR A2, 1 E A i (14O B 5 VR R A S

FRBRAEER 5045 20 LR o IX LGN b R 15K B
T WA E R AR T, E A AREEE A i
BB TEMORE 2 . X AR S B A T AR B L SR
BYERE TR AT SR 5

SREMRT RACARE S G G R B YERE ), AdE
JLEMBYER 1. —~DMNE T, RFERINE, felERIE
W7, BTRL T . XA B YERE TR . IRE AR
ez 7RI R @I 5 18— M D RAERES 2
AR ot A E? R Dyiz 7 AiE 5 Rk 2 —
MIERE), WEREZTNZIERERXMEERE. A, K
M. R LZNATRMNAER, LA —5JaRE
LA — ML T R =, s E A 21X
NT6 0T . MR, FIr ERBRANLIUI . [HIRT4H
A, HIFATEER. IRBIE, AT TIRZMZHE
MIIZ, BT LABRAT T8 L I i 22 T 5l ) L 22 R I 6 o

AES A ARt CP NS S L7 I (a8 2 {0 e S R
RJLEM, FBPZ I C R RER T S E R HE,
AP L) LIS DUBAE Z R R R T St B e LR, e fs
PR R sm il 1. AFT BRI EE S, Wiz A
RIEMERG REDUEIL B B2, B smia dh AL H:
e, At 7 “HEEEK” g

ERXHE, JoF )L, XEERREAG AR, PUR FHALE
P E AR, AT PR U G g (AR 2235 FH 5075 R
B 1. RE, WITHLB 2 HH 387 45 7, BARX
RFEIRPLZAT 92 70 /. AR, XA ARG RIIR, 5
] UAMEE S0 by Ak . (XA AR B S . JATikab
H o/, &k i, BHRAFREA
IR XA HIEEAT IR BN T



R FE R TOE S

% E b 22 LA A Homerooms .o REANFE A5 AL
ANEE, RA+HE -+ NESL, BANEHE—AZf
Bt 1XAN Homeroom Z i, A SGTATH EZEL LT,
A RE RN —%RHE, GRR LR EREEE
W, N R A R NSNS S B R, SR, AR
L Homeroom A 754228, Hp A A B2
AL ANENE R A — N RN R 2.

HF4E Homeroom 32 TS T — - 55 42 R AR 1 - Lk 55t
s, RERAZIR Homeroom BFTE 24, HIEN
Homeroom Z i, FMMAHEZEA R RGHRERE L. 84, X
¥, ok T ES) T A Homeroom A4 A R H )2
ARG WA FE ORISR AR etk b, 3R
RIAZE—ANDE: FRIF ERER . ENERAFEMN a4
HIGEE RGP AS K UF, #E C AL, MmIRIE EATA HALK =
N, BR T —NLAAh, TEERSGHEE AL OXATEETR
PR TETE SCR, RIE RS /E, MAEIENIMNER
PR . (CHLERN R —A): IR A H e SRSt
HRMT D

RADUGH AR ARIZ 150, EOYBLATEE I, R
AN S R BUS ARV REFLL L, XEEAR b “IRTh
T SRR ERE AN NBISS Ty, EIER K, RUARTRE
THEEFENBRES, BT A ERIIERS. £
HEITE, BATHEANK “Hra777 a2 a n s
1o BATHE B MRAER AL VB 7 Sk B HER
EEEfE. PR OER, BATANAZEE RS 7 1E
B BUE, T RN IZAE AR ER SR e, AER
BHAZHR, AMERIIFEERE. 5 T ZEAR2A,
AR WA, R NKRITE. ISR, EAE “&F
TR, BRI T, s T A Es. B
FLHE AT T B BHER SRR 1, RSB i
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MEE LA T 255 BATERARE, FATHZ T AEIFIES
>3 773 T A FRAN T3 BL 5 22 (4 m e AN A2 3o v 14 9T 28 i K ) T
73, T 2 R BT A R B

FidfFY 2 hnd — N BUTEE IR, AR 2
R Z AN #5 I L D (Learning Disability, EJ%%>1R87)
B A AN EPEAZE T M, U L DA
PR 2E I L. XM T LR B S AR S T. h2sr6] -+
B —NEIMERE B2 Who authorized the
Lewis and Clark expedition—an expedition which
explored the land the U.S. obtained through the
Louisiana Purchase? (X & —IRIRZER 1 3 [E it % 5 17 22
WL TSR H K A P AE & WAL 5 3 v 4 v 3t
ITIX AR ? ) — A5 2 B8 1E 5 1 22 AR W 23X A i) 2,
REEE R BE S, RERERBERAT 7. m— )6
TAGRIGRF AN BB LLE, MEEETHRERE
I R R T SE IR a4, R EE SR, REH
BB A SRR AN B, — AN SRR A R
[P AE L L — AN 22 ST RR T IEH I AR AT XS 2 2 155
71, BAr LR, —HERTOR, AN ST 68 1A BhFa ) 5
ERLEE 2/ N 2/

PR B HA T e s AR SE A S T I 95 3, LSt
MIETREE 28 ] RERUIR (R 2T RE ST ShBa I 22 AR
WIRE b, TR, TR AR R E A I RRE
CITAN 2 B TAATT 22 ST RE U AT BRI, A AT 0 B AE I 2 [)
S iE R G, R RS A . A TR
EEAERE S E S E L HERIGENEEZ L, AN
S SR LB AR BRE R IR ARG 2, AR, A5

R W NH B R

FESRHE, 22 2RI BRI I 2 AR A 1R BVAHRIUE 1 2
ROLAGERE I F AT L RISCRE e A A i As AN B il
D AR B S (LLRTE A “XUGEHC:” R,
WAE T R REIMIBGE 7). FIXFER, RS, M
AR BT EE A AR IR 25 L D AR B
Azl ERER, FEXRKANES T2 n#E. 47
R EE, BATEZTHAS AT @R, mAsS T
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SEBREIFE R T

AT ], I E A R H RS2 I
Fro X RABRBHIHAE. —BORY, A KA TS
THHRAT LER R SER DR, R B OB, A SRIRBUN K
Ao AFKEF LT LR FZ T, W% T4 5B L.
i H, AFKWILEE B, R < EREEL, &
WART” WEEEH. Sk, ARKRDAHEEKIE
JUEE A AR S SGE SO B AR RORH, IR MRl
HISEE SR B R . AR KA B AR T 2% T
HIZEisE, MR EK T TAMRE. ik, REFKMEXNEZ
THIPEE SR T NN TR SEIE S oty 3
B, AT sETE R iR, B BRSIER
1. IAFREAERNNET . KR, 55 A5hEHEK
ZSCH ik SRR R —-FE S AR AW
B, A — A NEXEXAE S AR KSR, SR fH
il ik SERITREN RN iR SIOPL BN o 4

LARTH M B 2 R FIL BN T LOigi s, £ 74
R BUEBR DL T WAINRE R N 2R SeiR 22 2 ST
2. X2 NZ “HET” TAVENBIE B0
T Sk, WA HIXR L ERABAXKAT A ER, ik
AT (), IEAWL I AL, DTSR R i A R I L) — A
A ROTEREANBAN O EZTAERIE A DTS, KA
IR B i B, S B DT 3052 053 L X7 B Sl 5 A
HARH D



BT il RESMmE R

B AR I BOA A A RISl B BURF A (K 1) 1
FARHPL IS TG, “PEmEty 7, LB A IZH BB
BRI, AL R SR T Ao

Tl —MNFIA . MR TIE RGN E= TERK
e, PR, HARWINRIBE LT AERERR, K
BUARAN I et ) L7 (0 S S BRI L0 LBLAE IO SR 2 — D, #8
NG B2,

VEORAETEAE SR E ISR, R — AN IR 53
Mo EANFIRIAUE: JEEARZEAIMERE, AT ZE A
B BB )52 B AR M SEE LT . SRR T
“CRUB ARK B o EAE R F ORRIB BB N . —H
TR MR (FIONIRAEIL. HZREADFEED, b
M2 BORBIX — . /NIRRT 3 B IR B AT
BHEERS L%, I TS WA, AT n iRl 2z —
M. RREZTHOHEES ERREREGRR. WosE+
%, Gyt EWEREE TFER T, A BT LA AT B
By, AT LLRE A it S R B O — 2 B R
AR T o BRI B WA T BE ISR A HE, (HARAT]
MRS AR B T . Bi2id, fhiloiA Ealid
FHSEAE 115 v F R e B A VAR L T . iR 2
ENFKEEARE, WPRARE, BUERIIKR, BE
WK T A TIHES AR AES TR R fEIXFE
—HELLY, BT RERERFKRE?

PIXALLFIRIIL T AANBIR T — b7 FRIE A A
FETFEN, Xt BRIEM 2 B R YRR, FRIEMhE
RSB RESS, RUOAARESR 2 4RO 1 Rl b i 8 14
5 IR . B L DALY B4 b T RS, T H AR
Hlb ERIER L, EMEA S AN bR
BRI LK. SRR MEERR TS IR, it
R AR IR 4 b B BESR DU I B AN 25 e, 4R
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IR L ALSEE, TR R SR R SR S . B
AT EIAN, ZTHERKY, ZTradd. ST,
BT, Ut e AT AR A S AR A BESR 1. HIUE, B
BIERIEEK T, RIEREAEE LRAZL, It
WRAFL T . AN, REIFHIATEERXFH. BIHHE
B, RXFHEE I RIA A AT T

AT BEIA], B4 ) LE R BRI LR iE S Ay A, R
SRR “LIEAIR” 2B, Mhidis s w2 — Mo 4
Wit/ 230 i 2 B 1R B A AR <. NIFF46,
BaE AR LT B, —AMNETR EREEREE AT
I ESUEE, RIERAO—%. tin, thsH “What do ya
think? 7 JESINELE think XA L, ERE, WEH
—FRAIRIE, S ER XA BKE, REASAH
1?7 HEHEER M A 4, 2y FARIE S E S
“Whatever!” 2R, A — Kb 7 —H)UE, — N 4L
T, IR IRIEER A W E T, b SEAR AT 2 5 it I A
PRI A, R T —A: “Shut up!” W 7 KNE
T, FORBRBIXANZTF LS T — MR E TGS
ST LRI b AL ROk, BRUR TG . A AR
PR, RIEAIIX A ZABEHKIE, WAZERFER
Tho MWhid/)N, B R A8 B S RE A S IR IR D .

BRI I B R, BREE IR . T, mh
& LLRTIRAE — R SCE h $ B A 2 A 1B Bk, KA
BEEMAMEN Lotz BLZExt &)L, LU AERRXAS
LT . R EIT B ARERAR, RS YRt P i i A 1 R
Rt BAE, EEEREAENRFBENANEZT, HERE
WA W& T Frbh, BESFB L&, RLLHE
HUEEY Proper English, AEREXRE, EREREFERL. W
BARMIE—#E UL garbage English, AR IREL. 5
Ah, BERL)LE =, FIUHERIE, £ B WA 23t
EFEYLIE . WRIEIRIT R, dhessZ B &S . AR, it
HHEBSERINED, W ERMEFHREEFL™ET, K
RIS E SR 7 LR T oA

2 JUAREE I 18 ) R LE BRARGE F AL I A LT
NS AR ERAT U A U (Y e MR Y R B S R
XA KU TEE I BERAR IR AR AL — . “IRANE 7.
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“ORAREU 77 SR ZEMIERIRZAT . BRERL
JUASFE UL (0 G HOF AR BRI AN, BB
T AR AL T HE A5 2GR AR . BT DAAE
U, NERBFKEEIRDLAZEFER, AERSIEREE 2L —
RIERTE— R/ ARNAZIER IR T EM A . HEKIER
R b, MRALEIR, MNEE T &7 BisaiE A5 2
FEMINTRBRIY, REAATIE SR LR H G #1151 &
RN, BOTCEEEZ TR ERS R, Al
REM I R 2R B, — BRI S Ik, Bl
BRAF RSB 2Ty, B



FIHE, ¥IHERE

EARIA =R, BT FE YA KIRIRIT
£7T, AH=RKMAKRMR, —IhR, Pramsds—
e, JUREWAN, HEEE, RN, nsaisd. X
R \EPEER PGS . A2 M AERERS
ZIMRERE M, KR, AL RKBIRITHZ I Z LK
FRAT IR . BOVHARZIMA PG, Hrh— 2t
AT TR RN,

HER LM RM AR —F, LRI 7%,

W EE T RIS — T R SRR N LA A, AT
B e At 4 JE MU A B R 7N o FRIBSER 1) 2 It B 25 TR 1)
FAATEMGERF T XANNFLOHE SN “ R
(brochure), KT “Z>JUEEMEMS” (Learning
Disability) 1. @ —#RRER/NMET, B2
B — K AT EDHLRT I 4Rak B R3S A1 =3, B— i B&R
B A B S AN R T 3 S R 1 23 Bl g — AN AN
FAH, b, FRT “REEIIgeRERS” (dyslexia) i, A
T “iFHEINEERERS”  (dyscalculia) Y, AxT “PE
ViRekstg”  (dysgraphia) i, AXRT “Wrig S5 sh
fEZEL” (Auditory and Visual Processing Disorder)
W, ART “WERENBRZAE”  (Attention-Deficit
Disorder, fAI#RA DD, Xi¥ “ZLIPRE" ) W), WA RT
“IEAESRIAAE” (Obsessive / Compulsive Disorder, ]
O CD) . FACHIIX TR AR AE: R AR 5E K
TR “EARMRL” FL, RN I ES S AR AR T
RIS —HHE, XEMEE D —ANEE M ) DRt kEeS
JRIE AR S S, XA L AR VR I B AL MR T 48
A . VRELE RIRBIZIN, B TR A Fhh 2 2] DR fEas
JE, PREER AT A BRER

N T AR BRI RS, XA ZIEHES T4



312 FROM TWO COUNTRIES
BERIRESE. N R EHE R R
“ BRI X X I

HAEGHE JESAE (mental retardation). BEAETEI,
=5 IRHER R T IXFE 2. WIAEEE S|, K
AT EFE S G T R B ESAI R H I A —FE . At 177 2
Eh, KRB ZEN, EACKBONE JIESESE. R
SRR HIE A A 5 R A IXFER, BRAEWA Z M. A
R BN, AR N, A R A R R I
I 25 | L o

HET, RARERKIEMH LR — gk, HbvF)EE
BLe RS b, BAERIIS TR EE A B, AR = AE H
WA B, RBFEHNRFE D, ZIMIREEm? &
NIFAHEARAE G/, RTINS, RS, Bk
U, AINREME, RMAEM, RRRTGEELELZHNE. A
i, JAERFIRERARIX — 2L, ZRERZFUR S ERAF IE
AP AFR T .

TR, XXX
XEXHAXH”

WA TAZINONERE T RAGRME L, RE W TRE
PALERAE NP EE T PT  955 7. X8, WA
THE RGN AP NS B B F 2 MEF R
Bo fEANEER, KRR R IEH BEE eI A IR
N, IRERHESZ BIIR T2 32 3 1R B A Bl A H i
o BUIRREITRENAILE A4, R H LN
AE L TR RIS R o IR0 SRR IR PR ) o B T RAE
TREE, AR RIE R E LS RIEEENE, €
REHEEA RN 1R REE A AN R 52 5107 SCBL R AR T 2
> BT REAE B P R XE Ao 0t EE R BE AR 1) P B R 5 VA A
St A OMEER AT AR I WL o

BRI 3 N N B ES Ed irll e  M 25 T R SRl S
FHLH LA S R E R AR A TR . A BIBHEE
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BATAHAT? B OSSR T Yr . BFE S22
o BATHOREBEAT MABAT R A AEAE, AR RAE A
AR E R, AT R ARSIt P AT A [R] “ 2 Fe (O ik
AR ERER . BRI ? FATIRR AN, FAIAE. B
RIS ? FATRKZ IR AN T, W EA A A HEK
MIEBMAFEN 22507 NS RZHAARBN . ERIEK
RIARAS A ], 52 2 AN RE A2 B AT 20F N2 2T RE AT IE
WA, BRI m T AN RN, 2]
77 AR B 2 ST RE AN IEH B GR AN R IE /T, ARATTHIAF
FEJT A B, AT A S H AR B2 SRR

FFaEAE, ZRZABERMHZKIAAW? 23 FEIIA
RN — RN, G ERI A RN —FF. R —
BN BRI B REEA R, g A TIE — 242
M BRI AETE R, IXMIE B AMER, a2
BUORANEER A AIEE, sESKEIERT N —F. &
gk, DS S AFEA RGN B A F5 8 1
BB, AR EA B SR AR T 175570, XA
WA FRIBLSE €A RS ARTeit. siee e IA R
HIX—HEASKYE, X kE. R — Mt RefEiE A Xl
I FTAIN . HRTRY, KRR TAE B S A3 v /> 32 3]
TRARMAR, 2RI GRBEMEE. HE T, AR
FATHE, I “RBAR .



XL H LA K B EFE

A RER P IR R AEIT BRI, W
I, FABBURRG T, ARG, X TBERTEA, 8§
TARAREN, KEWRFHLN, ERIRBAZIRAT
Ho WL, KM, SR T FRAEAEER TN,
PRt “/NR” M /NROR 7B, MBI 2 TR AR
Bl 7, BRI MR, R T ER
Mo B WAL, (EIFAG T BRI IR, SRR T IHE L 1
WHBNRAXEE, W RN B RERI, 3
WA AR — IR, SR A, BLR9E R, o 17—
PIR, /N R SSETE R LM, FEAER IR T/ RIZIR
B[EFRIURER AU

/N RGN RAGOLITRE A GhE T ERETE
Bo b, EHIERKAMRE, NRAME college essay
hEE: FNEDNEEEA, B2 20 E B & A 0
Fiohh e B VARSI . X ERTRZ &, WHEFEES
AT, HER TR XK B RN
W, T2 . TR . B S AT 8
H ERAMENZEARETE, R, ZUiahe. AR
X L[ E BRI A, BAEEER B SRS, BN
H OB .

FAE, IPUN RIS AN R SCE G 2
TN R B A R R, RO IR AL, Wl
BN H ARSI .

Wr TN RIS R PR, AR, W, AR RAIEZ
THIE B ERAREE, BATAZIRGFHERATE H A IX
FERE RN TS 2 AT TR T A 2 — BN aE A B
SFBRAZ T XA E e AR 2 af AT, A E T
I R A S . RATTHEIE AN L% — N IRATT
[l 5 A2 2
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LTSN A T [ R ik A i S A P
—HR USSR LA XA “IRH L E AL T, £
ERPTEE S TR — RN RIXFE, Rt
Ryt ARRHERER BB WEFEE” K.

TR L L, FER: —. For 2 eI

I ERE, EARSEMARAIIRR . AR, BB TR ENE
H. RPCKEEE, RAEEmEA Rt Eagt, kit
wR Ryt@AL, MAIERATDV AR E R T EE. .
TEAMAEAATE D AR HARAT ISR T 5 A
BAIEUL, R BB UEAATE 2N, AR
AIEERAT T VORI AZ AN o RIS FATE A AT
iy “mRFALEEE” , WERRIHEAEIRATH H AR B AT
EFSNIDIEE 7

R, N RAMESCRE, RIXHZLJEHR T . A,
AR T E IR RIXHE DR GREHEE, X
EAEREHEUIRNEE, DRALZN NIRRT
To BAEERMZAET, Binl e R RIChEE “ 5 e
AT I . BT R BT REA AL R O — 4
HIERF & 2



N T FHRREFE

FPLR RSN LI, 2T, SEERFER. B
TAERAR, W FNEEHHEUE & ik B,
RMETHEES, 2HERMEFHRNT ERE. #HT
fdbirr R A2 —2, PR E AL, dE, R
Ve HAT N 122 148 5 T 7SI 2 B T Je e

TEIXFEI], PR DTS H 73 2 B A A3 5 R B
I, BRUPGES 1 2L . BN ARG [ — Fr KA ORI
e ERER. Hlk)E, RIAET, 50— BTN
JErs 25 MBS B ERE I, MR EHE R T4
TAE. HZERAA TG AMEE, HRPEARINIT 96
BERT. M) Lo R ERAE I e i b . BRI ORI
B HA R, /NINTF R O v s — N B O
HHEUBHRIEIRT .

F B EER, BRI, HREA: SrRB R, RN
fbN, EARANE . EIRZITI, 57 B0l n] LA b B O R
. WA —RmRAMREER. WRERANBFELTHEMZAN, it
KB B O 2 KAEMZ /D T M r sk W ST, B8 EL
Yo, MEEMH, Ak . R, S7hEm e w
G2, iz, SE5FE, BREAEEH I,
ARG L, BAFERBIRAE, AR Sl A X e
B, ANVNGFRASFE AT AR R . 57 iR
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Pieces In English

KRGS




My Youth In China

I inherited from my parents a plain but youthful face.
Nobody can tell my age when they first meet me; everybody
thinks that I’'m five or six years younger than I actually am. That
usually pleases me, but sometimes it displeases me, since it
makes me think that I’'m immature, that I don’t have the maturity
that a thirty-three-year-old woman should have.

I was born on June 5, 1955, in the city of Hefei, which is in
the province of Anhui, in eastern China, slightly closer to
China’s southern border than to China’s northern border. Hefei is
the capital of the province of Anhui, and has about 500,000
inhabitants. Anhui is a poor province; most of the young women
who come to big cities to do menial work, such as housekeeping
and baby-sitting, are from Anhui.

My father grew up in Shanghai, and also went to college
there. While my father was going to college in Shanghai, the
Sino-Japanese War ended, and Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist
Party—that is, Guomindang—started fighting with the Chinese
Communist Party. Although Shanghai was then controlled by
Guomindang’s army, the Communist Party’s influence among
Shanghai’s college students was considerable.

During my father’s sophomore year in college, he joined the
Communist Party. During his junior year, he was expelled from
college because of his participation in the Communist Party’s
activities.
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After he was expelled from college, he went to a part of
China that was controlled by the Communist Party. While he was
traveling to that part of China, he changed his surname from Hu
to Wang, in order to conceal his identity from Guomindang.
After the defeat of Guomindang, he continued to use the name
Wang.

My paternal grandfather, however, didn’t want my father’s
children to have the name Wang, he wanted them to have the
name Hu, so that his name would be perpetuated. And he wanted
my brother to be named Guangzong, which means “glorify your
ancestors”. My parents thought Guangzong smacked of feu-
dalism, so they named my brother Jianwei, which means “build
the great country”.

My name, Yafei, means Asia-Africa. There was a conference
of Asian and African nations in 1955, the year of my birth, and I
was named after this conference. I know several people my age
who were also named Yafei. | also know people born during the
Korean War who were named Yuanchao, which means helping
the Koreans, and Kangmei, which means fighting the Americans.
And I know people who were named Haiyan, which means
seagull, a reference to a poem, “The Seagull”, written by the
Russian poet and exponent of socialism, Maxim Gorky.

My younger sister was named Yamei. Thus her name
differed from my name, Yafei, in only one letter. This is a custom
in China; parents often give younger siblings a name that is
related to the name of their older sibling.

In 1949, when the Communist Party defeated Guomindang
and gained power over all of China, my father was sent to Hefei
by the Party. In Hefei, my father and mother met and were
married.

2

When I was born, the Chinese Communist Party had been
governing China for six years. I grew up with the idea, instilled
in me by the Party, that my childhood was happier than that of
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the children in pre-communist China. If this is true, the children
in pre-Communist China must have been very unhappy indeed,
since my childhood wasn’t a happy one; in fact, I feel like crying
whenever the memory of my childhood is brought back to me.

When I was born, my parents were Party members, and were
devoted to communism. My father was studying
telecommunications in a college in Beijing, so I didn’t see him
often during my early years. After four years in Beijing, he came
back to Hefei and became the head of a telecommunications
bureau, a bureau for which my mother also worked. Because my
parents were deeply involved in their work and in politics, my
maternal grandmother looked after us children.

Before my maternal grandmother came to Hefei to look after
us children, she lived in the countryside near Hefei. When she
came to Hefei, she left my grandfather alone in the countryside.

3

My poor grandfather! Later I learned that my grandfather
didn’t come to Hefei with my grandmother because he was a
criminal. Before the Chinese Communist Party came into power,
my grandfather had been a landlord, and landlords, in the eyes of
the Party, were criminals. My grandfather owned an estate,
which was enclosed by a high wall; at each corner of the wall
there was a watchtower.

After my grandmother came to Hefei, my grandfather earned
his living as an itinerant carpenter. My mother never tried to
bring him to Hefei, and she never mentioned him to me or to my
siblings. I learned that he was a landlord when I caught sight of
my mother’s identification card, on which was written, “family
background: landlord”.

I don’t remember seeing my grandfather, but I must have
done so, since I have a picture of him in my mind. His forehead
was furrowed, his back was bent, and his smile was forced.

In my whole life, I heard about my grandfather only twice.
The first time was when I visited one of my mother’s sisters. She
told me that my grandfather was not cruel to his tenants, hence
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he was not punished by the Communists when they seized power
in China.

This aunt, incidentally, who told me about my grandfather,
had helped my mother to escape from her family and to go to
school. Before the communist revolution, girls were not
supposed to go to school, not even to elementary school. Hence
many old Chinese women are illiterate. In fact, many young
Chinese women, especially those who live in the countryside,
never go to school and are illiterate, although hardly any young
Chinese men are illiterate.

The second time that [ heard about my grandfather was when
he died. He was alone at the time of his death. According to
Chinese tradition, my mother and my uncle should have attended
my grandfather’s funeral, because my mother was the first child
of the family and my uncle was the only son of the family.
Because my grandfather was a landlord, however, my mother
wanted to conceal her relationship with him, and she didn’t go to
his funeral. My uncle disapproved of this, and there was friction
between my uncle and my mother.

Since my grandfather was a landlord, and thus, in the eyes of
the Party, a criminal, my mother felt that she had to work harder
than her colleagues. As for my grandmother, she too tried to
compensate for her association with a criminal; she humbled
herself in front of my father, and treated him as her boss.

4

Perhaps everyone’s earliest memory has a certain
significance, for the very reason that it is their earliest memory.
At any rate, my earliest memory is of being left alone, when I
was three years old, while my parents and my brother went to an
opera. My mother gave me cookies as a consolation.

In 1960, when I was five, relations between Russia and
China turned sour. Russia recalled the technical experts that it
had sent to China, and demanded that China repay loans that
Russia had made to China. So there was poverty in China, and
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food was scarce.

My brother and I weren’t living with my parents. My parents
were busy with their careers, so they sent us to a boarding school.
Meals at the boarding school were meager. I remember that
teachers at the boarding school asked young boys to climb trees
and to shake the branches, so that flowers would fall to the
ground. The flowers were then collected and sent to the kitchen,
where they were used to supplement our meals.

During the winter, our school had no heat, and neither did
my parents’ apartment. To keep warm, we wore heavy coats in
the daytime, and at night we put coats and sweaters and pants on
top of our quilt. The coats and sweaters and pants would
gradually fall onto the floor during the course of the night. If we
were cold during the night, we’d get up and re-arrange our
clothes on the quilt.

As a rule, my brother and I went home only on weekends,
but one day my brother knocked at my window when I was
napping, and suggested that we go home and get an apple. When
we got home, my parents were having their mid-day nap, a
custom in China. We woke them up, and they gave each of us an
apple. Then we went back to school.

Once, when I was six, my gym teacher left the room, and I
suggested to my classmates that we push the desks together,
form a stage, and perform an opera. My classmates liked my
suggestion. While we were performing the opera, the gym
teacher returned, and asked, “whose idea was this?” I confessed
that it was my idea, and the gym teacher struck me on the head,
since he wanted us to do exercises while he was out of the room.

I was a good student in elementary school. When I was in
third grade, my teacher nominated me to be a member of a group
called the Young Pioneers. Although members of this group were
supposed to be nine years old and I was only eight years old, |
became a member.

5

When I was eight years old, my parents were sent to Beijing
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in order to do intelligence work. I was excited when I heard that
we were moving to Beijing, and my friends were also excited,
since we had heard so much about Beijing.

We arrived in Beijing on February 24, 1964. We were met at
the train station by an official of the intelligence institute, and
driven to our new home. Our new home was in the intelligence
institute; in China, one’s home is usually in or near one’s place
of work, and one usually rents one’s home from one’s employer.

When we were approaching the brightly-lit institute, my
brother thought that we were in Tian An Men Square, where we
had been hoping to see Chairman Mao. Our school textbook told
us that one could see Chairman Mao standing on the balcony in
Tian An Men Square, and we thought that Chairman Mao stood
there perpetually. My brother and I were disappointed that we
arrived in Beijing late at night, since we knew that Chairman
Mao would not be standing on the balcony in Tian An Men
Square late at night—he would be asleep, like everybody else!
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With my family. I’'m on the lower left.

The institute where my father and mother worked was
located in a suburb west of Beijing. It was surrounded by rice
fields, and our neighbors were mostly peasants.

The peasant children didn’t go to the same school as the
institute children. A wide gulf separated peasant children from
institute children, a gulf that persisted when we grew older.
When peasant children encountered institute children, fights and
rock-throwing often occurred.

As soon as I entered primary school, I discovered that a child
from a little city like Hefei was given little respect. To make
matters worse, | myself was little for an eight-year-old. I was sel-
dom included in my classmates’ activities. I was not listened to
when friends got together. I was not elected the head of a group
of Young Pioneers, although my teacher thought that I deserved



354 FROM TwWO COUNTRIES

to be elected.

Another factor that contributed to my inferior position
among my classmates was the position of my parents in the
institute. The position of one’s parents in the institute affected
one’s own position in the school. Those whose parents were
important people in the institute were important people in the
school, but my parents weren’t important people in the institute.

I wanted to do everything that the other girls did. Since the
other girls cycled, I wanted to cycle, too, but I didn’t know how,
and my family didn’t own a bike on which I could learn. Day
after day, I borrowed a bike from a friend, and practiced cycling.
Finally my father bought a bike, but it was a large bike, made for
a man, with a horizontal bar from the handlebars to the seat. I
rode this bike with my leg under the bar; I became so proficient
at this that I could carry a friend on the back of the bike.

Since the other girls swam, I wanted to swim, too, but I
didn’t know how to swim when I arrived in Beijing. My mother
taught me how to swim at a lake in the Summer Palace, a lake
that was made by hand in the nineteenth century in order to
provide recreation for the Imperial family. The other girls often
swam in this lake. They could swim from one side of the lake to
the other, but I couldn’t.

One day, the other girls swam to a diving platform in the
middle of the lake, and I was determined to do the same. When I
approached the platform, breathless, one of the other girls
shouted, “don’t let her on the platform!” Then several of the girls
jumped in the water, and pushed me under the surface. While I
struggled for air, they repeatedly pushed me under, until finally
they relented, and I climbed onto the platform, sobbing. Years
later, I remembered this incident vividly, and I remembered the
pain that I felt in my chest.

6

I attended the institute’s primary school for only two years.
Then, in 1966, the Cultural Revolution broke out, and the school
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was changed into a forum for political propaganda. All the
students in the school, some of whom were only seven years old,
became Little Red Guards. Led by some adults, they criticized
some teachers and administrators in the school.

I remember that we criticized my calligraphy teacher for
having worked in a bank before the Communist revolution, and
for having been associated with Guomindang. This calligraphy
teacher used to draw a red circle around characters that he
thought were well written, and two red circles around characters
that he thought were very well written. I often received two red
circles, and I enjoyed calligraphy class. It hurt me to see my
calligraphy teacher criticized; he didn’t seem to deserve criticism.

During the Cultural Revolution, leaders and important
people throughout Chinese society were criticized, and their
status was diminished. The effects of the Cultural Revolution
were felt within my primary school. Those who had been im-
portant because their parents were important were no longer
important, while those who had been inferior because their
parents were inferior, were no longer inferior.

My mother viewed the Cultural Revolution as a chance for
redemption, a chance to redeem herself from the disgrace of
having a landlord for a father. My mother was full of enthusiasm
for Mao’s ideas. She asked my brother and me to take turns
choosing a passage from Mao’s Red Book. Before meals, one of
us would say which paragraph, on which page, we had chosen.
Then we said, “Our great leader, Chairman Mao, teaches us the
following”, and then we’d read the passage together. Sometimes
my mother suggested a passage herself. She always suggested a
passage on page 128; in this passage, Mao says that
revolutionary comrades should be friendly toward each other
because they have a common goal. My mother hoped that this
passage would persuade my brother and me not to quarrel with
each other.
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With my mother and my younger sister, Yamei, in TianAnMen Square

During the Cultural Revolution, it was a common practice to
begin meetings by singing a song called “The East Is Red”; this
song compared Mao to the sun, and called Mao the savior of the
people. Then everyone would read a passage from the Red Book
together. The main business of the meeting was usually to
criticize someone who represented counter-revolutionary ideas.
The meeting always ended with the singing of a song called
“Ships Sailing On the Ocean Have One Captain”; this song
compared Mao to a ship captain, and Mao’s thought to a sun that
would never set.

During the Cultural Revolution, telephone operators would
answer the phone with the first half of one of Mao’s quotations.
You would say the second half of the quotation, and then ask the
operator to connect you. For example, the operator might answer
the phone with “criticize selfishness”, and you would say,
“denounce revisionism”. The same thing happened in stores: a
store clerk would address you with something like “serve the
people”, and you would respond with something like “rebellion
is just”.

The Cultural Revolution was a war against culture, an
attempt to replace culture with the ideas of Mao and Marx. Many
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books, especially old books, were burned. A common saying
during the Cultural Revolution was, “destroy the four olds, and
establish the four news”, meaning destroy old thought, old
culture, old custom, and old habit, and establish new thought,
new culture, new custom, and new habit.

Wars against culture are not unique to modern China. The
Cambodian Communists, known as the Khmer Rouge, were
allied with the Chinese Communists, and when they reached
power, in the mid-1970’s, they carried out a Cultural Revolution
of their own, one that was more violent than the Chinese Cultural
Revolution.

At several other times in Chinese history, notably during the
Chin dynasty (c. 200 B.C.), there were wars against culture and
book-burnings.

7

I have already spoken about my maternal grandfather: how
he had been a landlord before the Communists seized power,
how the Communists viewed him as a criminal, how he worked
as an itinerant carpenter, etc. I would like to speak now about my
paternal grandfather, and about how he fell victim to the Cultural
Revolution.

When I was about ten years old, my paternal grandparents
came from their home in Shanghai to stay with my family in
Beijing. Every day my paternal grandfather made my brother and
me write a composition, which he corrected. I liked my paternal
grandfather, and I thought of him not as an authority figure, but
as a friend.

After staying with my family for several months, my
paternal grandparents returned to Shanghai. I expected to see my
paternal grandfather again, but I never did.

Because he had been an administrator in a factory, and not a
member of the working class, my paternal grandfather was
unpopular with local officials. One day, after he had returned to
Shanghai from his visit to my family, he was asked by some
local officials to join a parade. Like many parades during the
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Cultural Revolution, this parade was held to celebrate Mao’s
latest instructions. In this case, Mao’s latest instructions were to
send urban youth to the countryside, in order to be re-educated
by peasants.

It was a hot summer afternoon. My grandfather was asked to
hold a pole that was supporting a placard. Such placards usually
said, “we receive Mao’s latest instructions with great happiness”.

At the end of the parade, my grandfather returned home,
asked my grandmother for a glass of water, and put his head on
the table. My grandmother called his name, but he didn’t respond.
Finally my grandmother had him taken to a hospital; he was
pronounced dead on arrival.

8

In 1968, I entered Middle School #101 in Beijing, which,
before the Cultural Revolution, was a school for the children of
high officials in the government and the army. In 1968, however,
as a result of the Cultural Revolution, this school was open to all
the children living nearby.

I became confident in middle school. I found myself capable
of doing things that other students couldn’t do, such as read
music fluently, a skill that I had been taught by my mother. I was
put in charge of teaching revolutionary songs to my classmates.
When a new song was published in People s Daily, 1 would copy
it, and teach my classmates to sing it. And since I read a lot when
I was a child, my writing ability was superior to that of most of
my classmates.

I was devoted to the cause of proletarian revolution, and I
was enthusiastic about any activity proposed by the school’s
leaders. When the brother of one of my best girl friends took a
lackadaisical attitude toward the activities proposed by the
school’s leaders, I wrote an essay critical of him, and I read the
essay at a meeting.

One day some anti-Mao graffiti was found in my school’s
bathroom. One of my classmates was accused of writing the
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graffiti. Her guilt was multiplied when it was pointed out that her
grandparents were once landlords. She was kept in school as a
prisoner, and not allowed to go home. My classmates and I took
turns staying at school overnight, guarding the prisoner. Every
morning, she stood in front of a portrait of Mao, and swore to
follow his teachings. Every night, she stood in front of the same
portrait, and confessed whatever she had done wrong.

One day when it was my turn to guard the prisoner, we were
walking to the cafeteria, and she said she had forgotten her
chopsticks. I suggested to my fellow guard that we go back and
get the chopsticks, but she said no, we’re not going back. Then
she had an idea. “If you want chopsticks,” she said, “we’ll make
some.” She broke some twigs off a tree, and gave them to the
prisoner. 1 felt somewhat guilty as I watched the prisoner
struggle to eat with the twig-chopsticks. I also felt somewhat
guilty for attempting to help a counter-revolutionary.

9

In March, 1969, my parents were sent to a May 7 School for
Intellectuals. At that time, there were hundreds of such schools in
China. These schools were named after a statement made by
Mao on May 7, 1966; Mao said that intellectuals should be sent
to the countryside in order to be re-educated by peasants. The
definition of intellectual was a broad one, and many party
officials, such as my parents, were included within it.

The school to which my parents were sent was in the
province of Shandong, about three hundred miles from Beijing.
Children were not allowed to accompany their parents to the
school, so the three of us—my sixteen-year-old brother, my
seven-year-old sister, and myself, fourteen years old—were left
in Beijing.

On the day when my parents left Beijing, my mother didn’t
allow us children to leave my parents’ apartment, which was on
the third floor. Since she didn’t want to prolong the parting, she
didn’t want us to come down to the street, where buses were
lined up, waiting to transport my parents and other party officials
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to the train station.

My brother suggested that we go out on our balcony, which
faced the street. We glimpsed my mother from the balcony; she
gave us a quick wave, then turned away. Then my brother
suggested that we go down to the street and board the bus that
was reserved for children and grandparents; we did so. When the
bus had left us at the train station, we went to the front of the
platform, since we thought that all the railway cars would have
to pass the front of the platform. But the train gathered speed,
and we didn’t see my parents.

For three years, my parents stayed at the May 7 School for
Intellectuals. My mother worked in a wheat field, my father
worked in a chicken farm. We saw them for a week or two each
year.

10

While my parents were at the May 7 School, we lived in an
Adolescents’ Center. We didn’t live together, we lived with
children of our own age. My brother adopted the role of parent,
and looked after my sister and me. I adopted the role of parent in
relation to my sister, who was only seven years old.

My brother got up early every morning to get milk for us
from my mother’s best friend, whom we called aunt Liu. My
mother had given aunt Liu money to buy milk for us, since the
Adolescents’ Center didn’t offer milk, which isn’t drunk rou-
tinely in China. Aunt Liu heated the milk (at that time, milk was
never drunk cold in China) and put it in a thermos, which my
brother brought to the apartment in which my parents used to
live. At seven o’clock every morning, before going to school, my
sister and I came from the Adolescents’ Center to the apartment
for the milk.

The happiest time for the three of us was when we got a
letter from our parents. We read the letter together. In every letter
my mother told us that she cried as she was writing the letter, and
that she couldn’t bear to think of the three of us living parentless
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hundreds of miles away. When we saw the stains of my mother’s
tears on the letter, we cried together. When we read that our
father couldn’t get up early to go to work on the chicken farm,
we laughed together.

Once my brother got a parcel from my parents. He asked me
to go home immediately, and to open the parcel with him. I
looked for my sister, but she was still in school. When my
brother and I opened the parcel, we found a lot of red dates in it;
red dates are a specialty of Shandong. My brother and I were too
excited to wait for my sister, so we ate all the dates before my
sister came home. When we told my sister what had happened,
she cried, and we told her that we would ask our parents to send
more.

Once a teacher in the Adolescents’ Center told me that my
brother was suspected of having stolen the slippers of one of his
roommates. [ was horrified that my brother had degenerated into
a thief, and I thought that my parents would also be horrified.
When my parents were with us, they were our conscience. Now
that my parents weren’t with us, I thought that we should act in a
way that my parents would approve of.

I went home immediately and wrote my brother a long letter.
After I wrote the letter, I read it and I cried. I left it on the table,
and as | was leaving home, I met my brother on the stairs. He
noticed that my eyes were red and swollen, and he asked me
what was wrong. [ said, “you’ll know when you see my letter”,
then I kept walking.

On the following day, my brother asked me angrily, “who
told you that I stole the slippers?” I told him the name of the
teacher who had told me. He dragged me to the teacher’s office,
rushed up to the teacher, grabbed her by the collar, and shouted,
“tell my sister if it really was I who stole the slippers!” The
teacher said, “it was not you. We’ve already found the slippers.”
I was so relieved that my brother was innocent that I didn’t
blame the teacher for accusing my brother of a theft without any
evidence.
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In October, 1969, my brother graduated from middle school,
and was sent to an army farm in Inner Mongolia. He was sixteen
years old at the time. All the middle school graduates of the class
of 1969 who lived in big cities, such as Beijing, were sent to
army farms in Inner Mongolia or in Heilongjiang.

My parents came back from the May 7 School to see my
brother off. My mother was heartbroken, since Inner Mongolia is
a desolate place with a harsh climate. My mother didn’t allow
me to see him off. Perhaps she didn’t want me to see the sad
farewell.

My brother stayed in Inner Mongolia for six years. His stay
was to have been permanent, but my mother went to Inner
Mongolia, bribed various officials, and managed to get my
brother released. While he worked in Inner Mongolia, my
brother was paid seventy-two yuan a year, or about fifteen
dollars a year.

The first time that [ heard from my brother, after he went to
Inner Mongolia, was when he phoned me, and asked me to send
him some food. I noticed that his voice had become much deeper.
Thereafter [ sent him food every month.

The workers on the army farms weren’t given good food.
Their bosses and the kitchen workers kept whatever good food
there was for themselves. My brother and his friends often stole
food. Later, my brother told me bitterly that when he went to the
capital of Inner Mongolia to see a doctor, he asked people to help
him get food, and was refused by everyone.

A friend of mine, Fu Haiyan, who was sent to Heilongjiang,
told me that she and the other workers ate bread at all three
meals. They also ate cabbage, turnips and potatoes, but these
foods didn’t taste good since they were cooked not with oil but
with water. During the winter, lunch was especially unpalatable,
since the bread that they took with them to the fields froze, and
the only beverage they had was snow, melted in their mouths;
they couldn’t cook over a fire, since that might have ignited the
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fields. Some workers, however, accustomed to worse meals at
home, thought that the food in Heilongjiang was good.

Fu Haiyan told me that she and the other workers looked
forward with eagerness to the annual spring festival, since on
that day they ate meat. The only other time that they ate meat
was when an old horse was slaughtered.

Before they could begin working in the fields, the workers
had to build houses for themselves. The workers in some areas
were plagued by swarms of insects; the insects were so abundant
that even if you wore white pants, your pants would look black,
since they were covered with insects.

When the workers weren’t working in the fields, they were
usually reading the Red Book (a book of Mao’s quotations), or
discussing Mao’s ideas, or confessing sins that they had
committed against Maoist principles, or singing Maoist songs.
These activities were a welcome break from working in the
fields. Relationships between people of opposite sexes were
prohibited, unless both parties were at least twenty-five years old.

The army farms in Inner Mongolia and Heilongjiang were in
northern China, on the border with Russia. The workers on the
farms were given guns and grenades in case of a Russian inva-
sion. Some workers, desperate as a result of their harsh life, used
their weapons against their bosses. Others tried to flee across the
border into Russia, but were killed by Chinese border guards.

The experiences of my brother’s contemporaries on army
farms have spawned a great deal of literature, which is referred
to as “scar literature”.

My brother was greatly changed when he returned from
Inner Mongolia. He mistrusted other people, scoffed at all
idealism, and cared only about himself.

12

After my brother went to Inner Mongolia, my parents sent
my sister to Shanghai, where my grandparents lived. I was left
alone in Beijing. [ was fourteen years old, and was entering my
last year of middle school. I lived in a room at the institute where
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my parents had worked. I cycled to school, a twenty minute ride.

During my last year of middle school, we didn’t study arts
and sciences, we baked bricks and constructed air-raid shelters,
believing that Russian bombers might appear over our heads at
any time. We students were divided by squad, platoon, and
company. About two thirds of the students who were my age
were Red Guards, and wore a red armband. I was the head of the
Red Guards of the Second Platoon of the Eighth Company.

I was proud of being able to carry on a shoulder pole a large
amount of mud, mud that was needed for brick-baking. My
teacher, being a member of the intelligentsia, was supposed to be
reformed through physical labor. My classmates and 1 put as
many bricks as possible into our teacher’s baskets. He would
turn to us with an imploring look, and then would try to lift the
baskets off the ground. In those days, it was not the teachers, but
the students who were the bosses of the school.

One day I received a letter from a boy in my class, Jianjun
Zhang, who had quit school and had joined the army. He told me
that he was grateful to me for the help I had given him while he
was in school, and that he wanted to keep in touch with me.

To receive a letter from a boy was scandalous for us girls. I
remember how fast my heart was beating when I read the letter,
and how ashamed I felt when I told my best girl friend about it.

My friend and I decided to burn the letter as soon as possible,
lest anyone find out about it. I suppose that my friend felt that
she helped me to make the right decision, but actually I wished,
for a long time after burning the letter, that [ had not burned it.

13

During my middle school years, I started studying English.
Studying English would have been impossible when the Cultural
Revolution was at its height, but during its ten year life, the
Cultural Revolution waxed and waned. Those who thought that
the Cultural Revolution had gone too far sometimes made their
influence felt, and steered us students away from construction
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projects and toward the arts and sciences.

My English teacher was a Chinese woman from Indonesia.
The first English sentence that she wrote on the blackboard, and
the first English sentence that I ever saw, was “Long live
Chairman Mao!” Later we learned slogans like, “Let’s wish
Chairman Mao a long, long life!”; we repeated this slogan every
morning. We also learned to say, “Put down your gun!”, which
we were told to say if ever the Russians invaded, and we
encountered a Russian soldier. Evidently our teachers thought
that Russian soldiers knew English.

My interest in English was aroused by my English teacher’s
beautiful handwriting. I wanted to write English as beautifully as
my teacher did. I asked a friend of mine, who sat next to me, to
show me a sample of her mother’s English handwriting; her
mother was the only person I knew, except our English teacher,
who knew some English. I didn’t ask my English teacher for a
copy of her handwriting, because in those days it would have
been dangerous to show an interest in learning English; if I had
shown an interest in learning English, I might have been accused
of worshipping foreign things.

When my friend and I compared our teacher’s handwriting
with that of my friend’s mother, we were perplexed by the
different ways in which they wrote the letter L. Our teacher
wrote it like , whereas my friend’s mother wrote it like . Finally
we decided to practice both. The letter L was especially signifi-
cant to us since the first sentence we wrote was, “Long live
Chairman Mao!”

14

After graduating from middle school, I was assigned to a
factory attached to Beijing University’s Department of Radio
Communication. It was called a “campus factory”. I was lucky to
be assigned there, instead of being assigned to an army farm, as
my brother was.

The campus factory to which I was assigned was dominated
by soldiers whose brains were well washed by the Party, and
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who were supposed to be the educators of the intellectuals who
were teaching in the factory. The soldiers were the enemies of
the intellectuals. We newcomers were drawn to the side of the
soldiers. I was convinced that the soldiers were kind and honest,
while the intellectuals were wicked and deceitful.

My respect for the soldiers vanished when one of them raped
one of my girl friends. I was shocked when I learned of the rape;
I didn’t think soldiers would do such a thing. For the first time in
my life, I felt lost, I felt that I had no one to respect. My friends
talked about the rape for many weeks, but I avoided talking
about it, since it brought back my feeling of disillusionment.

Of the two hundred students in the campus factory, five were
chosen to assist the managers. I was one of the five. I distributed
party propaganda to the workers and to the intellectuals. I also
joined an amateur singing and dancing group from the factory, a
group that aimed at promoting Party propaganda.

After spending ten months in the campus factory, I was
chosen to be a member of a semi-professional singing and
dancing group from Beijing University.

15

Like the campus factory’s singing and dancing group, Beijing
University’s group aimed at promoting Party propaganda; it was
called Mao Zedong Thought Propaganda Team. Almost every
school and factory in China had its own Mao Zedong Thought
Propaganda Team. These teams were established in an attempt to
turn singing and dancing into forms of Party propaganda. Other
arts, such as painting, film, opera and drama, were also turned
into forms of Party propaganda.
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During the Cultural Revolution, exercising was also turned
into a form of Party propaganda. In all the schools and factories
in China, a part of every day was set aside for calisthenics. While
doing calisthenics, people used to chant, “one, two, three, four,
one, two, three, four”, but during the Cultural Revolution, people
chanted Maoist slogans such as, “don’t forget the class struggle,
don’t forget the class struggle”, or, “don’t fear hardship, don’t
fear death, don’t fear hardship, don’t fear death”.
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With my father at The Great Wall.

I was a singer and dancer on the Propaganda Team for five
years, from 1971 to 1976. During these five years, when the
Propaganda Team was idle, | worked at Beijing University’s
broadcasting station, where I was an announcer and a
projectionist.

In my spare time, I studied English with Professor Yao, who
was in the Department of Western Languages. Professor Yao was
a member of the Professors’ singing group on the Propaganda
Team, hence I was acquainted with him. After learning the
fundamentals of English, I read some Western writers, such as
Hans Christian Andersen, Oscar Wilde and Chekhov.

Western literature was not easy to obtain in those days. All
the pieces that I read had been hand-written by Professor Yao.

In addition to teaching me English, Professor Yao influenced
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my values. “Help those who ask for help,” he once told me, “no
matter who they are.”

16

I liked my broadcasting work and my English lessons so
much that I was always reluctant to return to the Propaganda
Team. I told one of the leaders of the Propaganda Team, Lao
Wang, that I thought working for the Propaganda Team was a
waste of time. Wang tried to change my attitude toward the
Propaganda Team, but I said, “you have your major principles,
but I have my minor principles.” This was a bold statement,
because in those days minor principles, that is, personal
principles, were supposed to be subordinated to major principles,
that is, Communist Party principles.

Lao Wang, in addition to being a leader of the Propaganda
Team, was also my political connector, that is, he was the person
in charge of connecting me with the Party, of reporting to the
Party about my political attitudes. All young people who were
being considered for membership in the Party had political
connectors. At the time I told Lao Wang my opinion of the
Propaganda Team, I was on the verge of becoming a Party
member.

One day, Lao Wang told me that I should not continue
studying English with Professor Yao. He told me that people
were saying that I had an improper relationship with Professor
Yao, because he left notes on my door that began, “Dear Yafei”,
and because we read an English magazine on the cover of which
there was a picture of girls in bikinis.

I knew that my roommate, who was my rival on the
Propaganda Team, had slandered me.

At the broadcasting station, I became acquainted with a
young man whose name was Zhu Xiaohong. Since Zhu was in
charge of teaching me how to show films, I called him Master
Zhu. I admired Master Zhu for his skill at showing films, and I
found him to be kind, honest and diligent. He became my
boyfriend. We drew up a contract, stating that we would love
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each other forever, and that we would work together on behalf of
communism.

Our dream became a nightmare when campus security
officials found us embracing. They reported our behavior to the
leaders of the Propaganda Team, and to the leaders of the
broadcasting station.

On the following day, we were criticized at a meeting of
about thirty people. I was the chief object of criticism. Three
criticisms were leveled at me: I scorned the work of the Propa-
ganda Team, I put personal interests before Party interests, as
shown by my study of English, and I violated the rule that
forbade young workers to have intimate relationships with each
other.

Most of my colleagues from the Propaganda Team and from
the broadcasting station were at the meeting; Lao Wang was the
main speaker. Wang and the other speakers described me as a
person who had been corrupted by bourgeois literature, who was
opposed to the ideas of Mao Zedong, and who was a traitor to
communism.

I was tempted to say, “ask your consciences if I am really
that bad”. But I knew that whatever I said would make matters
worse, so | didn’t say anything. After the meeting, my superiors,
fearing that I might commit suicide, had one of my friends
follow me home. I begged her to leave me alone. I told her that I
didn’t want to die.

During the Cultural Revolution, meetings like this one were
routine. They often included physical abuse as well as verbal
abuse. The victims of the physical and verbal abuse often
committed suicide, and some of them tried to commit suicide but
were prevented from doing so.

My crimes were reported to my parents, who had moved
back to Hefei after spending three years in the May 7 School.
My parents had been expecting to hear that I had become a Party
member. They wrote me, and asked me to tell them my side of
the story.

I wrote them a long letter, and told them that I hadn’t
changed, that I was as qualified as ever to be a Party member,
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and that they should listen to me, not only to the Party.
From then on, I was no longer treated as a candidate for
Party membership, but as one who was unfaithful to communism.

17

On July 28, 1976, there was an earthquake in the city of
Tangshan, which is one hundred miles east of Beijing. After the
earthquake, a group of students from Beijing University’s De-
partment of Geography was sent to Tangshan. This group was
supposed to study the earthquake, and also to help reconstruct
the city. My superiors decided to send me to Tangshan with this
group, so that I would be reformed through physical labor. My
boyfriend was sent to a collective farm.

When I first caught sight of Tangshan, I was shocked by the
extent of the damage. I could understand why the people living
in Tangshan thought at first that the earthquake was an attack of
Russian bombers. I forgot my personal problems for the moment,
and threw myself into the task of reconstruction.

Soon after I arrived in Tangshan, I was told by my superiors
that my stay in Tangshan would be lengthy, perhaps permanent. [
felt as if [ had been given a sentence of life imprisonment.

I seldom talked with my co-workers from Beijing
University’s Department of Geography. My ostracism in Beijing
had accustomed me to isolation. Whenever the bell rang,
signaling a rest period, I would walk away from the group, and
find a place where I could be alone.

One day, I spent my rest period in an area that had been
cleared and that was ready for new construction. I stood in the
middle of this area, looked into the distance, and tried not to
focus my eyes on anything, so that I wouldn’t have to focus my
mind on anything.

I caught sight of a little girl, about nine or ten years old,
walking toward me. When she reached me, she asked me where |
was from, and I told her that I was from Beijing. “People from
Beijing are over there”, she said; “why are you alone here?”

I didn’t want to answer her, so I asked her why she was
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alone. “I'm the only person in my family who survived the
earthquake.” She said this as if she were reciting something from
a textbook; evidently she had said it many times.

“And what are you doing here?” 1 asked.

“This is where my home used to be.”

“So you’re coming home.”

“Yes. And what are you doing here?”

“I’'m coming home, too”; I meant that Tangshan was to be
my home.

We became friends, and we met often at our “home”. We
talked about singing and dancing; we avoided talking about our
misfortunes.

Two weeks later, my little friend was taken to an orphanage;
I never saw her again.

18

In September, 1976, Mao died. Several months later, the
Gang of Four was overthrown and the Cultural Revolution ended.

The Gang of Four were left-wing radicals in the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. Mao’s wife played
a leading role in the Gang of Four. The Gang of Four aspired to
rule China after Mao’s death.

Beijing University was a political base for the Gang of Four.
Some intellectuals from Beijing University acted as hack writers
for the Gang of Four. After the Gang of Four was overthrown, all
the students in Beijing University were supposed to join in
criticizing the Gang of Four. All the students from Beijing Uni-
versity who were working in Tangshan were summoned to
Beijing. My sentence of life imprisonment in Tangshan was
revoked, and I returned to Beijing.

During the Cultural Revolution, students had been admitted
to college not on account of their academic record, but on
account of their political record. Those who were active in
promoting the Cultural Revolution were admitted to college.
When the Cultural Revolution ended, the exam system for
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college admission was resumed. [ decided to take the exam.

Meanwhile, my boyfriend had been recalled to Beijing from
the collective farm to which he had been sent. My boyfriend told
me that his father thought that I shouldn’t take the exam. His
father thought that if I went to college, I would eventually
separate from my boyfriend.

My boyfriend’s father was the undisputed ruler of his family.
He was once a teacher at Beijing University. During the Anti-
Rightist Struggle of 1957, he was judged to be a rightist, and he
had been persecuted ever since. As a result of this long
persecution, he became deranged, and his derangement was
exacerbated by the Cultural Revolution.

He talked about politics incessantly, especially about the
class struggle, as described by Mao; he was working on a book
on this topic. He ate poorly, dressed poorly, and forced his family
to live an ascetic life. He wouldn’t tolerate any disagreement
from members of his family. He kept a knife under his pillow,
and said that he would kill any member of his family who didn’t
live according to his instructions.

After Mao died and the Cultural Revolution ended, people
began to criticize Mao. My boyfriend’s father, however,
remained faithful to Mao, and told everyone that he thought Mao
was a great person.

In China, to catch someone’s pigtail means to criticize
someone. Having been criticized by the Communist Party once,
my boyfriend’s father didn’t want to be criticized again. He wore
a portrait of Mao, and, saying that he didn’t want people to catch
his pigtail, he shaved his head.

Everyone in his family knew that he was deranged, but,
partly out of fear and partly out of compassion, no one in his
family criticized him.

I refused to heed my boyfriend’s father when he said that 1
shouldn’t take the exam; I took the exam and passed it. My first
choice was Beijing University, but I was rejected because my
grades weren’t high enough. My second choice was the
Department of Foreign Languages at the Beijing Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics, and this time [ was accepted.
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On October 9, 1978, at the age of twenty-three, I started
college. My major was English. There were twenty students in
my English class. Of these twenty students, eight were between
twenty-three and thirty-one. These eight, of whom I was one,
were like older brothers and sisters to the twelve younger
students, who were about eighteen or nineteen years old. We
older students had little or no high school education, but we had
been educated by our experiences during the Cultural Revolution.
We treasured our college years, and we studied harder than the
younger students.

We studied Bergson, Sartre, Freud, Kafka, and others. I
found that Marxism was not the only explanation of the world. I
was fascinated by Thomas Jefferson’s idea that, “the government
that governs least governs best”. I was also fascinated by the idea
that the pursuit of self-interest leads to national prosperity. And I
was fascinated by Freud’s idea of the id, the ego, and the super-
ego.

During my freshman and sophomore years, I went to my
boyfriend’s home on weekends. Nothing had changed there: the
father was still a hyper-Maoist, and was still the undisputed ruler
of the family. I frequently quarreled with him.

Eventually I broke up with my boyfriend. He was too
obedient to his father, and I had found a new boyfriend at college,
a boyfriend who represented a different way of life.

My new boyfriend was in my English class. We sat next to
each other. He was kind and honest. He was blind in one eye;
perhaps that was one reason why he was slow with his
schoolwork. I helped him with his schoolwork, and he helped me
to cope with the loneliness that I felt as a result of being
separated from my parents. He brought me some food every
Monday when he came back from home.

His family was interested in art. His father, mother and
brother worked for film studios, and his sister was a talented
artist. His father was not the ruler in the family, he was the ruled.
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The children in the family made their own decisions.

In July, 1982, I graduated from college. Since I found
college stimulating, I wanted to pursue a masters degree at the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, so I applied, and I was
accepted. My boyfriend asked me to marry him before I started
graduate school. I felt that it was too soon for us to get married,
but I said yes anyway, partly because I liked my boyfriend and |
didn’t want to disappoint him, and partly because I liked his
family.

20

During my graduate school years, I didn’t live with my
husband since we didn’t have a place where we could live
together. We both lived in crowded dormitories. He taught
English at the institute from which we graduated. We spent
weekends together at his parents’ home. I didn’t feel that we
were husband and wife.

At graduate school, I majored in American Literature. One
thing that I liked about graduate school was that students of
different majors often talked together. Most of the students in my
class majored in Economics, which was an especially
controversial field then, since China was in a period of economic
reform. We often discussed economics and politics.
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One of my classmates made a particularly strong impression
on me. He majored in Philosophy of Science, and was a talented
writer, singer, guitar player, composer, and athlete. He was also
handsome. I was especially impressed by his strong character.

I felt as if I learned more from him than from any of my
courses. We had long talks about China and its future. He
persuaded me that it was more important to reform the Chinese
mind than to reform the Chinese economy. I wanted to contribute
to the reformation of the Chinese mind.

I felt that it was the first time in my life that I loved a man
with all my heart. But I knew that we couldn’t be married. I was
already married, and my boyfriend told me that he loved another
girl as much as he loved me.

After I fell in love with him, I didn’t enjoy living with my
husband. And my attitude toward my husband’s family changed.
I began to view their way of life as an imitation of the Western
way of life. They ate butter and cheese; they had long hair and
big glasses, and they wore jeans. They despised the common
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people.

My boyfriend and I eventually broke up. Although he hurt
me, I didn’t hate him, since he contributed to my growth.

My classmates and I received grants for travel and research.
I went with one of my classmates to some cities in southern
China, and to a national park. The park was a remote, wilderness
area that was just starting to be opened up to visitors. While we
were hiking in the park, we got lost, and we thought we were
going to have to sleep outdoors. But then we heard a cow,
followed the sound, and came across a peasant boy. Though we
couldn’t talk with the boy—he didn’t speak Mandarin—we were
able to follow him back to his house, where we spent the night.

The house had no windows, but there were many gaps in the
ceiling and the walls. When we lay down to sleep, we could see
the sky through these gaps. A river ran alongside the house, and
made a loud noise. There was no bathroom in the house—just a
large, reeking barrel, which was placed next to our bed. (Once
the barrel was full, it was carried to a field, where it was used as
fertilizer.) We didn’t sleep all night; we just talked, and planned
how we would find our way back to civilization.

In the morning, the boy acted as our guide, and we were able
to make it back. As we were walking, we encountered some
peasants carrying large stones on their backs. The stones were
being used to build a road. Since the peasants were bowed down
by the weight of the stones, they couldn’t see us, so we had to
make way for them. At first I felt sorry for the peasant workers,
but then I reflected that this was a rare opportunity for them to
make money.

21

In July, 1985, I received my masters degree, and I was
assigned to work at the Institute of American Studies. At that
time, the Secretary General of the Party, Hu Yaobang, said that
some Party officials and intellectuals should go to the country in
order to contribute to educational reform.

The new policy reminded people of the Cultural Revolution,
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but it allowed people to remain in the city if they chose to, and if
they chose to go to the country, they were only expected to spend
one year there. Most people chose not to go.

I chose to go. I wanted an opportunity to contribute to the
reformation of the Chinese mind.

I was assigned to the town of Lin Xian, in the province of
Henan. I was assigned to teach English in a high school.

Lin Xian is a mountainous, rocky region. Its natural water
supplies are scanty. During the Cultural Revolution, a canal was
built in Lin Xian by manual labor; Lin Xian became famous for
its canal. Leaders from Third World nations visited Lin Xian in
order to see the canal.

My students were fifteen years old. There were sixty
students in my class. Most of them lived far away in the
mountains. They cycled home every Saturday afternoon, and
cycled back to school every Sunday evening. Chinese students
attend school six days a week, just as Chinese workers work six
days a week.

I lived one and a half miles from school. At first, I walked to
school. Later, one of my students lent me his bicycle, and I
cycled to school.

I began the school year enthusiastically. There were many
things that [ wanted to teach my students. I worked hard, and I
tried to make English class interesting. I brought my guitar to
class and taught my students English songs.

Gradually, however, my enthusiasm disappeared. One day, I
found out that two students had quarreled. One of these students
was the student who had lent me his bicycle. The other one had
the highest rank in my class. The highest-ranking student
accused the other student of trying to win my heart by lending
me his bicycle, and of having had an affair with me. The student
who had lent me his bicycle accused the highest-ranking student
of getting high grades by bribing me.

When 1 heard about this quarrel, I was shocked, since I
thought that students in a rural area like Lin Xian would be in-
nocent, naive and uncorrupted. I cried all night.

On the following morning, I told my students how high my



STORIES, ESSAYS, AND MEMOIRS 379

hopes had been at the beginning of the year, and how
disappointed I was by what I had heard. I cried in class, and so
did many of my students.

My students were closer to me as a result of this incident, but
I never recovered my enthusiasm.

The principal of the school wanted the students to be passive
and obedient, and he spoke to them like an officer addressing
soldiers. Since I encouraged the students to think for themselves
and to be independent, the principal seemed to think that I had a
bad influence on the students.

I told my students that I wanted to visit them at home, and
they invited me to do so. I spent most of my weekends visiting
my students, trying to get to know them better. Sometimes I
cycled with my students to their homes, and sometimes I walked
with them a long way, and climbed over mountains on stone
staircases.

It was difficult for me to converse with my students and their
families, since hardly any of them spoke Mandarin, the standard
Chinese language, although they could understand me when I
spoke Mandarin.

In most of the homes that I visited, there was neither
electricity nor running water. In the homes that did have
electricity, the electricity was cut off for three days of each week,
since it was in short supply.

On my visits, I found that in Lin Xian’s elementary schools,
students of different ages were taught together. The teachers
supplemented their meager incomes by raising crops. They often
left their students in order to look after their crops.

On one of my visits, I learned that a student of mine was
attending school so that her family could say that they were
educated. Her family’s neighbors had accused her family of
being uneducated. The accusation resulted in a brawl, in which
farm implements were used as weapons. My student’s
grandfather died from wounds that he received in the brawl.

In one student’s home, | saw a portrait of Mao, and beneath
the portrait was a piece of wood with the inscription, “The God
of Gods”.

The inhabitants of Lin Xian lived in small, humble,
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unadorned houses. 1 asked them if they were satisfied with their
lot. They said, “yes, we used to eat corn bread, but now we have
flour, and we eat steamed bread”. They thought Communism
was good because Communism brought them steamed bread.

I learned a lot in Lin Xian, and my students and I loved each
other. But I saw many things that needed to be changed, and I
found it impossible to bring about any changes. After teaching in
Lin Xian for one year, I returned to Beijing disillusioned.

22

I felt lost in Beijing. My career at the Institute of American
Studies was going nowhere. 1 did some translating, and I did
some writing on American literature, but I didn’t think that my
work was of any use.

As for my personal life, I no longer loved my husband, and
my mind was never at peace. All my hopes and ideals had come
to nothing. I had wanted to devote myself to an ideal, but I
hadn’t found an ideal worth devoting myself to.

In October, 1986, Peter Rose, a professor at Smith College in
Northampton, Massachusetts, visited my institute. [ was chosen
to be his interpreter and guide while he toured China.

Peter Rose told me that Smith welcomed foreign students, so
I applied to Smith, and was accepted. In August, 1987, at the age
of thirty-two, I came to the U.S. Thus ended my youth in China.



The Yellow Umbrella

Amei had two shiny black pigtails. Her large brown eyes
twinkled above her rosy cheeks. The apple-green corduroy jacket
she was wearing had two delicate flowers embroidered on the
collar. Her blue pants were old and tattered. She knew how to
take good care of her own things; to dirty a new pair of pants on
such a rainy day was simply out of the question. She took her
school bag off the hook behind the door, paused uncertainly for a
moment and started towards her parents’ room.

“Mom, can I take the black umbrella?” she asked cautiously,
poking her head through the half-open door.

“No. Your father needs it.” Her mother spoke
absentmindedly. She was combing her hair. Her face reflected in
the mirror was very much like Amei’s. She looked at herself
again in the mirror and said impatiently, “What a dreary day!”

Amei did not back out immediately. She stood at the
doorway while the uncertain expression on her face darkened,
like there was something she was unable to put into words.

If she couldn’t take the black umbrella, she would have to
take the yellow cloth umbrella, which she had used for quite
some years now. Every rainy day, the street which her family
lived on, Peace Street, was filled with these cloth umbrellas.
Everyone—man and woman, young and old—had a cloth
umbrella. They were almost always yellow. It wasn’t a golden
yellow, which could make you hold your head high, it was a
yellow tarnished with green.

The April showers were mild, not beating down as hard
as a storm. But when the rain made a monotonous pitter-patter
sound on the yellow cloth, it made people feel that the sky was
pressing low and they themselves became shorter, as if they had
fallen into a giant wet pit. No wonder the people on Peace Street
holding yellow cloth umbrellas were bent over, as if trying to get
to some place where the sky was higher. Most of the umbrellas
were very old and over-used. A moldy odor came out whenever
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“I hate yellow cloth umbrellas!” Amei thought sometimes,
but she never lingered on the thought for long. She knew that on
Peace Street there was nothing that could replace them.

Recently, however, there had been a change in the routine on
Peace Street. Amei saw one or two people opening jet-black
umbrellas, which glistened in the rain. It was said that they were
made of nylon, and that they were as light as a feather compared
to the cloth kind.

Before this morning, Amei only thought of owning a
nylon umbrella when she passed someone on the street who was
carrying one. The thought always vanished as quickly as smoke.
It was too far out. How could she own something that most
people didn’t have! But just last week, her father’s friend came
from Japan and gave them a black nylon umbrella. This morning,
for some strange reason, Amei thought that she could try using
that unusual umbrella. It would be such a great honor to be seen
using a nylon umbrella in Peace Street School! She would no
longer crouch over. She would hold her head high, raise the
nylon umbrella straight up and make sure everyone saw that she
was the owner of this unusual umbrella.

“Mom, please let me use the black umbrella—just for one
day” Amei prayed silently.

Her mother put her comb on the small table in front of her,
turned halfway around and said, “I said, ‘Take the yellow cloth
umbrella!””

“I hate the yellow cloth umbrella!” The thought finally came
out of Amei’s mouth. She turned and shut the door with a bang,
muttering, “The rain isn’t heavy. [ don’t need an umbrella.”

Her father opened the door and came out into the hallway,
carrying a black briefcase. When he walked past Amei, he patted
her on the head. Then he picked up the brand new nylon
umbrella leaning beside the door and walked outside, unaware of
what was bothering her. Amei knew that even if her father
realized what she was thinking, he wouldn’t say anything. What
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was her opinion worth compared to his work?!

She was looking helplessly at her father’s back when her
mother caught up with her and said, “How can you go out in this
weather without an umbrella? Here. Now go to school!” Before
the sentence was finished, the yellow cloth umbrella was thrust
into Amei’s hands.

When Amei opened the door, the drizzle started to fall into
the hallway. She heard the pitter-patter of the rain hitting the
yellow cloth umbrellas. She looked at the familiar scene of
people crouched under their umbrellas, walking hurriedly. She
reluctantly took the small bamboo ring off the umbrella and
stuffed it inside her school bag. The ribs of the umbrella were
very thick and now they were jammed very tightly. She couldn’t
open it with all her strength.

“Hurry up, you’re going to be late”, her mother said.

“I can’t open it!”

Her mother walked up and snatched the umbrella from her.
She opened it right away and handed it back to Amei.

Amei felt her mother’s hand giving a gentle push on her
shoulder, then she joined the yellow umbrella crowd, crouched
over, and started walking hurriedly toward school.



Yes, I Do Know You

When I was little, I once asked Mother if I had met him.
Mother said, you never met him. When I grew older, I
asked Mother again if I had met him. Mother said again,
you never met him. When I grew older still, I asked Mother
no more. [ knew I had met him.

He wore a black cotton-padded jacket that day. I
remembered only the color—nothing else but the color.
Perhaps the jacket had nothing else but color. His face was
long and dark, so long that it went straight into the collar of
the black jacket, and so dark that it seemed part of the black
jacket. I couldn’t make out much of his face, because of its
darkness. Yet, I could see his eyes clearly: one was big, the
other small. The big one was obviously bigger, the small
one obviously smaller. He seemed to be trying to open his
big eye bigger, and close his small eye smaller. I was a little
afraid of him.

One day, Brother had grown tall enough to reach the
top drawer of Mother’s bureau. I stood next to him, waiting
for him to take some grain coupons from Mother’s ID
booklet. Brother was on his toes. His hands seemed to get
hold of something. He was staring at it.

“Aren’t they there? Mother always keeps the coupons
there,” 1 said impatiently. The head of the Little Red
Guards from my school was waiting outside for the
coupons.
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“They are here. Wait,” said Brother, still staring at what
was in his hands.

“What is it? Can I see?”

Brother turned his head toward me, hands still in the
drawer, still standing on his toes.

“Can you keep a secret?” he asked.

“Yes.”

When Brother dropped his heels and withdrew his
hands from the drawer, I saw Mother’s ID booklet. He
opened it, and brought it closer to me. I saw Mother’s name,
age, place of birth, and profession. The last line was Family
background: Landlord.

Now I knew why Mother never mentioned him. I also
knew that we shouldn’t mention him either. So he became a
secret, a secret that Brother and I kept for a long time.

But he was stubborn, and wouldn’t disappear. He stayed
in the back of my mind and kept reminding me, you know
me.

When I became thirteen years old, I lived in Beijing by
myself. Mother’s fifth cousin was the only relative I had in
the city. We called her Fifth Aunty of Beijing. Mother wrote
me on each holiday, urging me to visit Fifth Aunty of
Beijing. I didn’t like to visit her. Going to someone else’s
house made me feel more lonely, even though it was a
relative’s house.

Once, Fifth Aunty of Beijing mentioned him. After that,
I was no longer reluctant to go to her house. He told me to
go.

Fifth Aunty of Beijing smoked. In fact, she smoked
more than she spoke. What she left unspoken, I had to fill
in by myself.

There was a village on the banks of the Huai River; it
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was called Long Huai. In Long Huai, only his family, Zhao,
ever became wealthy. Their wealth came from a hardware
store that his grandfather had started. In the hardware store,
the villagers could find nothing fancy, but many things that
they needed in their daily lives: woks and kettles, hammers
and nails, glue and matches, etc.

During his grandfather’s time, the villagers of Long
Huai saw his grandfather, Old Zhao, work behind the
counter, eat behind the counter, and sleep behind the
counter. Even after he had bought several acres of land and
built a house, Old Zhao still lived in the store.

Old Zhao’s son, Young Zhao, followed in his father’s
footsteps, and rarely left the store. Young Zhao’s wife, and
later his son, Little Zhao, brought his meals to the store
three times a day. If the villagers didn’t see Young Zhao’s
wife or Little Zhao walking along the dirt road with a
bamboo basket, they would wonder, “Is the hardware store
closed today?”

By the time Little Zhao took over the hardware store,
he was already wealthy. He had a big piece of land, several
tenant farmers, and a big house. One day, Little Zhao
married a girl from a poor family in Long Huai, closed his
hardware store, and moved into his big house. In the big
house, Little Zhao and his wife raised four children—three
girls and a boy. They were called First Girl, Second Girl,
Third Boy and Fourth Girl.

“First Girl is your mother, Third Boy your uncle.” Fifth
Aunty of Beijing took a puff of her cigarette.

“So my aunts are Second Girl and Fourth Girl,” T said
to myself.

“He was proud of Third Boy, and he spoiled him. He
sent him to the school in town.” Fifth Aunty of Beijing
blew out some smoke.
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“Didn’t my mother go to the school in town, too?” I
asked.

“Thanks to me, her fifth cousin, she did,” Fifth Aunty
of Beijing said.

In Long Huai, girls weren’t supposed to go to school;
they were supposed to sew. But First Girl didn’t like to sew.
She was bored at home, and she wanted to go to school.
She told him she wanted to keep Fifth Cousin company,
and go to the same school that Fifth Cousin went to.

Among all the girls in Long Huai, he disliked Fifth
Cousin the most. Fifth Cousin didn’t behave like a girl. She
fought her father and went to the school in town. She even
brought a fancy-dressed young man to Long Huai. Now she
was going to take his First Girl away. He said to First Girl,
Fifth Cousin already has someone to keep her company;
Fifth Cousin doesn’t need you. But First Girl wouldn’t give
up, so he locked her in the guardhouse. He meant to scare
her. The town authority requested every rich family to build
a guardhouse, and to keep an armed guard. The guard was
supposed to alert villagers when bandits came. The guard
succeeded in keeping bandits out, but he failed to keep First
Girl in.

First Girl never came back to the big house after she ran
away. She finished the first semester with the help of Fifth
Cousin. Then they ran out of money. She wrote her mother,
the wife from a poor family, and asked for help. The wife
from a poor family didn’t have any money of her own,
although she was living in a big house. She thought and
thought, and finally came up with a plan. For the first time
in her life, she did something behind his back. She stole
grain from the barn, sold it, and had someone bring the
money to First Girl. She continued stealing grain and
selling it until First Girl had finished school.

“She wasn’t really stealing. He didn’t know how to
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compromise, so he kept one eye open and one closed,” said
Fifth Aunty of Beijing.

I thought of his eyes: one was big, the other small. The
big one was much bigger, the small one much smaller.

The villagers of Long Huai didn’t understand the
outside world. He didn’t understand why First Girl never
came back. First Girl became a communist, and then
married a communist. He didn’t understand communism.
He only wanted Third Boy to carry on the family. But life
became harder and harder to understand. The communists
came to Long Huai, and labeled him evil landlord. They
asked the villagers whether anybody had died from his
exploitation. The villagers thought it over, and concluded
that nobody had ever died from his exploitation. But the
communists said that he had built the guardhouse in order
to keep the communists out.

He didn’t know that First Girl was also a communist.

The guardhouse was gone; the communists tore it down.
The big house was gone; the villagers shared it. The Zhao
family was gone; First Girl moved them, one by one, to the
city that she lived in. First, the wife from a poor family,
then Third Boy, then Second Girl and finally Fourth Girl.
He was the only one left behind.

He had always treated the villagers decently, and the
villagers remembered. The Zhao family’s carpenter taught
him carpentry. He began walking the roads around Long
Huai, carrying a shoulder pole and calling out to attract
customers. He made tables and chairs, and did repairs. All
the measuring he did gave him a permanent squint.

“Did he ever come to our house?” I asked. Fifth Aunty
of Beijing might know.
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“Only once, during the years of the Great Leap Forward.
There were harvests in the newspaper, but no harvests in
the fields.” There was a slight crack in Fifth Aunty of
Beijing’s voice. “There was nothing to eat in the village.”

He came to the house. He came to join his wife and his
family, but it wasn’t his family any more. It was First Girl’s
family. In First Girl’s house, his wife could be a daughter
from a poor family, a working-class woman. But with him
around, his wife would be the wife of an evil landlord. If
First Girl took him in, she would be choosing a counter-
revolutionary over communism.

He didn’t know that First Girl was a communist. He
thought that she was still bitter about being locked in the
guardhouse. He still didn’t know how to compromise. He
went back to Long Huai after one day. Later, someone
asked First Girl’s mother who the old man was. She said
that he was a distant relative from the countryside.

I was three years old when he came. I knew he wasn’t a
distant relative.

Years later, I heard Mother mention him for the first
time. She was sitting with Uncle. Tears were streaming
down her face. She said, “There was nobody around him.
Father died alone.”

When he died, he must have been wearing his black
jacket, and he must have been saying, “You know me. You
all know me.”

I know I met him. I want to tell him, “Yes, Grandpa, I
do know you.”



Karen’s Mistake

Friday afternoon, the temperature wasn’t high, but it
had plenty of sunshine. I always liked the afternoon
sunshine, especially in the winter. Its slanted beams made
you feel warm and forget the tiredness and the dullness of
the day.

Bill’s shiny black “Benz” was in our driveway, next to
our burgundy Chevy. Bill was here again. I had never seen
Bill so frequently ever since we moved here. He came from
New York twice a week now.

“Hi, Jingjing. How are you?” It was my closest
neighbor Karen. She spoke with a heavy nasal sound.

Karen had crossed the street and was walking on the
same side of the street as I was. She walked in and out of
the shades. There were shadows of leaves moving on her
body. I smiled at her, looking at her dark face. She had high
cheekbones and small eyes that were set deeply in the eye
sockets. Her ancestors were Spanish and Indian.

Karen always called me Jingjing, although my name is
actually Yingying. I tried to correct her pronunciation, but it
never worked. I finally realized that it was difficult for a
person who was close to fifty years old to change anything,
let alone an accent that came from a different first language.
Gradually I became used to the name of Jingjing, and I
liked the sound of it.

Karen and I often came home at about the same time,
around 4 p.m. I was the Assistant to the President at
Bluehill Community College. My office was about five
minutes away from where I lived. Karen was a cleaning
lady in Brook School. Her school was also in a walking
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distance, except that I made a right turn to go to work after
I leave the house, while Karen made a left turn.

“Hi, Karen. See, Bill’s here. Are you going to be busy
again for a bigger dinner?” I said.

“I guess.” She shrugged as if saying “what can [ do?”

In no time, we were in front of our own doors. My front
door faced a busy street, I didn’t use it except for guests.
Karen’s backyard gate formed a straight corner with my
back door. While I was making noise getting the keys out
of my pocket, Karen had already pushed open her backyard
gate and quietly disappeared behind it.

I noticed that Karen didn’t seem as happy and wasn’t as
chatty as she used to be. She used to love to come over to
my apartment after work and chat with me before she went
back home. She would tell me how much she disliked the
new President of the school because he didn’t seem to like
cleaning ladies. I would say to her that people had different
styles and she should give herself time to get used to the
new President’s new style. She would complain about the
messy classrooms left by ‘“these American kids”. She
would blame teachers for the mess. I would try to come up
with some excuses for the wrongly-accused teachers, such
as Americans don’t like tidiness; it kills creativity. Karen
loved these excuses I came up with. They reminded her of a
talk she had with a student, who thought that chickens were
in the supermarket packages at birth. She was never tired of
mentioning this anecdote. She’d never forget to add a
finishing line at the end of the story, “My three-year-old
nephew in Ecuador knows more than these American kids.”

Karen was from Ecuador. She had lived with my
landlady, Mrs. Sheeley, for about thirteen years. She came
to the U.S. as a nanny with Mrs. Ham, who had a baby boy
then. Twenty some years later, the baby boy grew up and
got married. Karen left Mrs. Ham for Mrs. Sheeley. There
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was no baby in Mrs. Sheeley’s house. She had been living
on her own for more than forty years since her husband
died of cancer. She was now in her nineties. Mrs. Sheeley’s
house had two units. My husband and I rented one and Mrs.
Sheeley herself lived in the other. Karen had a sleeping
quarter in the basement of the house. We were right above
her. She called us her closest neighbors. According to
Karen, Mrs. Sheeley had once invited her to move up from
the basement to one of the three bedrooms in her unit, but
she refused. I didn’t understand why until later.

I went into the apartment from the back door. My
husband, Mark, was talking on the phone, “No problem.
Come over. Don’t forget the wine.”

I knew it was Bill. “Is he going to bring non-alcohol
drink today?”

“Do you really expect Bill to drink juice with us?”
Mark said.

Bill and Mark met at most three or four times since we
moved in, but they seemed to like each other a lot. They
belonged to different generations in terms of ages, but it
didn’t seem to matter. Bill always came over here with a
bottle of wine when he visited Mrs. Sheeley. I usually
joined them for I loved to hear Bill’s talk about his
harmonica band playing in a New York restaurant every
Wednesday night. When Bill found out that I had the so-
called “oriental blush” and was reluctant to drink anything
that had alcohol, he promised that he’d bring some non-
alcohol drink next time. Yet, he never remembered to do so.
He said that his memory was to blame.

Bill was Mrs. Sheeley’s son. It was hard to believe that
he had never stepped into the apartment that her mother had
been living on by renting until he got to know us. He
always came in from the front door because he didn’t know
there was a back door that could lead one in through the
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kitchen.

As soon as he walked in, he said, “Mother isn’t feeling
well today.” He called Mrs. Sheeley “Mother” in front of
other people as if the word “Mother” didn’t indicate a
relationship, but was Mrs. Sheeley’s name.

He continued, “Karen said Mother got up last night to
look for her wedding gown downstairs. She asked her to go
back to sleep, but she wouldn’t listen. Karen complained
about sitting up all night.”

“It was only a couple of days ago that Karen said Mrs.
Sheeley was better.” Mark said.

“Very inconsistent. Sometimes good, sometimes bad.
Unpredictable. 1 really have to have someone watch her
during the day.” Bill took another sip of wine, and looked
at me: “Yingying, have you found a person for me yet?”

“Yeah, I have. My friend May is willing to come. She’s
a nurse and she works night shifts at a nursing home. She
said she could work some hours during the day.”

“That’s great! Sounds like she’s the best person.” Bill
sounded relieved. He took the wine bottle and poured more
into his glass.

“Should I call her and tell her to talk to you about the
pay?” I asked Bill, knowing that I had succeeded being the
middle person for May.

May is a very kind and caring woman. She lived with
her six-year-old son. It wasn’t easy for her to raise a child
on her nursing home salary alone. She had been looking for
some daytime work, and I had promised to keep my eyes
open for her.

“Give me May’s phone number. I’ll call her and talk to
her now.” Bill said.

Obviously Bill wanted to settle the matter before he
headed back for New York. I gave him May’s number, and
he left without saying anything to the effect that he was
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sorry that he forgot to bring non-alcohol drink again.

May came to work on Wednesday. Her hours were from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Her
job was to watch Mrs. Sheeley during this time and to make
her a lunch. Her pay was ten dollars per hour. May now had
less time for herself, but her financial situation was much
improved. I was happy for her. I never thought that things
that meant well for May could mean bad for Karen.

As I said, Karen had been living with Mrs. Sheeley for
many years and she had a full-time cleaning job. In Mrs.
Sheeley’s house, she was to make dinner, to do laundry, and
to clean the house. In exchange for these, she had a living
quarter in the basement, and she got utilities for free. For
this reason, Karen was very grateful to Mrs. Sheeley. She
thought that she was lucky to have Mrs. Sheeley. She often
said to me, “What else do I want? I just hope that Mrs.
Sheeley lives long, and I have a place to stay long.”
Whenever Karen talked like this, I felt depressed. Why?
There must be something wrong with this world! In this
world, along with so many people who had plenty and were
still greedy, there was a Karen who had very little and was
grateful for having little. I’d say to myself, “Karen, have
you ever thought that there is a share in this world that
belongs to you, and that share is bigger than what you have
now?” Yet, I just had the thought. I never said it to Karen. I
had the feeling that, perhaps for getting more, Karen might
lose what she had, as little as it was.

What happened later was really not my fault because |
never mentioned to Karen my thought about the bigger
share that belonged to her. I swear I never mentioned that to
her.

When May came to work again, it was Friday. Bill
happened to be here. He told May that she should meet
Karen and ask Karen to show her where everything was.
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May called Karen in the evening, and was told that it
wasn’t necessary for them to meet.

May called me next and said, “Karen didn’t sound
happy. Did I do something wrong?” Her tone made me
believe that she thought Karen wanted to be Boss #2, and
she did say to me afterwards that Boss #2 was even harder
to please than Boss #1.

I held the receiver between the ear and the shoulder,
cutting the apple cake given to me by Karen. I said, “Don’t
think ugly, May. Karen isn’t that kind of person. She was
the one who suggested to Bill that they needed a person to
work during the day.”

My soothing words were meant to help May see the
matter positively, but I didn’t even convince myself. I
couldn’t figure out why Karen refused to meet May. It
seems to me that May, like Karen herself, also made a
living through hard work. She deserved Karen’s respect. I
was puzzled by Karen’s strange behavior.

There was a knock at the kitchen door. I knew it was
Karen. I opened the door and let her in. I noticed that her
eyes were red and a little swollen. It seemed that she had
just cried. “Karen, come on in.” I said.

She followed me and walked into my dining room. |
told her to sit down and moved a tissue box from the little
table in the corner onto the dining table.

Karen started with her heavy nasal sound, “Jingjing, I
have a lot to talk to you. I’ve had these on my mind for
quite some time. I felt ashamed to let them out.” She
paused.

“It’s no good to keep it to yourself. Spit it out, Karen.” I
wanted her to relax.

“As you know, Jingjing, Mrs. Sheeley has gotten worse
in recent years. My job has gotten harder and harder.
Everyday after work, I start a whole new job. I don’t mind
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doing some cleaning and making dinner, but the evenings
are hard. I haven’t had a long enough sleep for so long that
I can’t take it any more.” She lowered her head as if she
had committed a crime.

It dawned on me at this moment that Karen’s mood was
affected by May’s working for Mrs. Sheeley. May got paid
for what she did, but Karen got nothing, while she should
have gotten more than what May did because her hours
were much longer than May’s. I knew that it was hard for
Karen to say all that because of her long-felt gratitude for
Mrs. Sheeley. She must have spent a lot time thinking about
the matter before she finally said it to me. I figured that
Karen needed me to solve the problem for her instead of
just some empty comforting words.

“Karen,” I said, “why don’t you talk to Bill? I bet he’ll
pay you if you tell him what you want.”

“Jingjing,” Karen raised her head. She didn’t seem to
expect that I could mention money so directly and quickly.
She said, “Bill knows, but he seems to be avoiding the
topic. He probably doesn’t think he needs to pay me
anything since I live here.” Her voice became weaker, then
louder a few seconds later, “but, how much is a sleeping
quarter in a basement worth?”

“A sleeping quarter in a basement really isn’t worth
much,” I said to Karen. I realized that the reason why
Karen didn’t accept Mrs. Sheeley’s invitation to move
upstairs was probably because she had been thinking of
bargaining with them and use the not-worth-much living
quarter in a basement as a bargain chip. Thinking of
bargaining, I said, “Perhaps Bill isn’t trying to avoid the
topic. You are like a member of the family, you know. They
are just too used to your being there to consider any
change.”

I felt that I said something true and helpful.
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“I've come to say good-bye to you, Jingjing. I'm
moving out.”

I was caught by surprise. I didn’t think she had made a
decision.

“But, Karen, Why in such a hurry? Mark and I will
raise the issue with Bill. I bet he’ll pay you.”

Karen already stood up. She said the following words,
“Jingjing, you know it. You know in your heart that I ought
to move out and I should have moved out earlier...” I could
tell from the way she looked at me that she was determined.

I stood up and was lost at words.

It was the first time that I heard Karen talking about
“moving out”, but I found it familiar. Karen was right. She
had the right to go out and look for the bigger share that
belonged to her.

A couple of months after Karen moved out, I saw three
more cars in our drive way. I knew Bill’s “Benz”, but I
didn’t know the other two. I asked Mark. Mark said that the
red Honda probably belonged to Bill’s sister, Elaine. She
lived in Vermont, and she didn’t come often due to the long
drive. We didn’t know whose car the black “Lincoln” was.

After dinner, Bill came as usual. He had a bottle in his
hand. “Yingying,” I heard his loud voice, “I’ve brought
some non-alcohol drink as I promised. Now I don’t have to
feel I owe you anything any more.”

“I never said you owe me anything.” I laughed, “You
made yourself feel guilty.”

“Well, speaking of feeling guilty,” he sat in the rocking
chair given to us as a present by my in-laws, “I just heard
from Mother’s lawyer that half of her estate would have
been given to Karen if she hadn’t moved out.”

Mark and I quietly threw a look at each other before we
took another sip of the drink.

I wondered if Karen had made a mistake.



Newton Niu: A Chinese Boy

“Under the sun, Fiction walks by, dragging its long, dark
shadow. You hear onlookers cry out, “That can't be Reality!”
--the author

It was almost noon. The ocean was making its loud
murmuring noise, welling up layers of colors: one moment it was
snow white, another moment it was light blue or jade green. All
was pleasant. Once in a while, waves gathered strength, rose up
high, and crashed down flat. The thundering sound they made
sent a chill through you.

Slowly, he walked towards the ocean, then he turned around
and walked towards us. The sun was blazing above him, burying
his face in shadow. We couldn’t see the expression on his face.

His mother, Huifen, and I were lying on the beach, basking
in the sun.

“Mother, I'm going.” He stood next to Huifen, looking down
and hunching his shoulders a little as usual. Now, looking back, I
know he must have wanted to bring his face closer to his
mother’s.

“All right, all right. Get in quickly while the water is good.”
Huifen was hurrying him, obviously having in mind the rainy
weather that we had had since our arrival.

It was the first time that Huifen and I had gone to Bush
Island together. My in-laws have a summer house on Bush Island,
near Wave Beach. My husband and I often invited friends to
spend a few days there with us. This time, Huifen asked to come,
so I came with her. We were spending four days there, but it had
rained for three. Luckily, on our last day on the island, the sun
came out, bright and hot. Newton Niu finally opened his mouth,
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broke his silence, and wanted to go swimming.

Huifen acted like she couldn’t wait to get rid of her son. I
knew it was because she didn’t want him to miss the sun and the
fun.

Newton Niu walked toward the ocean again.

In the sunlight, his body looked skinny, and his complexion
pale to the point of transparency. He had a habit of hunching his
shoulders when he walked; his neck stuck out slightly with each
step. I could see his spinal bones moving under his skin from his
neck to his waist. From behind, he looked much older than
fourteen. He picked up his legs a little higher than necessary, and
he completed each step carefully. It seemed that he was trying to
leave behind a line of deep footprints.

It was following this line of deep footprints, after how long I
don’t know, that Huifen and I went to look for Newton. The
footsteps disappeared at the water line. We were lost. We knew
where he had entered the ocean, but we couldn’t figure out
where he had gone.

When the life guards found him, he was already dead. Soon,
everybody on Bush Island knew that a Chinese boy had drowned
at Wave Beach.

To many people, it was just a tragic accident that Newton
Niu was drowned, but to me, his Aunt Qinglian, it was quite
different. There were chunks of lead in my heart, an extremely
heavy burden of chunks of lead.

Newton was a good friend of mine. He was the only
fourteen-year-old-friend I had. He was very special to me, and he
was quite different from other fourteen-year-old boys.

Speaking of Newton’s being different from others, I have to
mention his father and his grandfather, who were also different
from others. His father, Yongsheng Niu, wore a P.L.A." uniform
at a young age, but he never fought in any battles. He did,

! People’s Liberation Army
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however, fight many battles with his pen: first he wrote a couple
of biographies of famous generals, then he wrote several movie
scripts about famous battles that the P.L.A. fought before
liberation—that is, before 1949. After fighting these battles with
his pen, he became famous himself. Then people knew that he
was the son of the famous peasant writer, Tianli Niu, who lived
in the countryside most of his life, and wrote a novel that sang
the praises of China’s collective farms. Talking about these
two—one army writer, one peasant writer—people often say,
“Like father, like son.”

I came across Yongsheng Niu at a party of Chinese people in
the town of C. I asked him some questions about the military and
literature. We both enjoyed the conversation, and wanted to
continue it. I became a frequent guest at the Niu residence,
where I became acquainted with Huifen and Newton. I realized
that Yongsheng didn’t really enjoy being in the U.S., but he
couldn’t go back to China. According to the Chinese authorities,
Yongsheng had “severely vilified” China’s military leaders in his
last movie script. A Hong Kong university had invited him to
visit, and then helped him to get to the U.S. Huifen and Newton
joined him later. In the U.S., Yongsheng kept writing, hoping to
eventually return to China. But writing in Chinese didn’t
generate any income for his family. His writing was like “water
far away that doesn’t quench the thirst right here”. Huifen
became the family’s bread-winner. She worked long hours in a
chain store that stayed open 24 hours a day. Newton was a
seventh-grader in a public school in town. He was tall and skinny,
and he often appeared shy and lonely. He attracted my attention
for some reason that was hard to put into words.

I still clearly remember how I became involved in Newton’s
life.

Just before Easter weekend, the seventh grade at Newton’s
school put on a show. Newton was playing a part in it. All
seventh-grade parents were invited to the show. Huifen
mentioned this to me on the phone. She said Yongsheng would
never “waste” his time on this kind of event, and she herself
happened to be working the night shift. I said, “So what? Take a
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day off, Huifen. You both should go to the show. It’s important to
Newton.” Later she called again and explained that it was a busy
time for the store, and it was hard for her to take a day off. |
didn’t insist on her going. I knew the real reason was financial:
she didn’t want to lose a day’s pay.

Huifen was a good mother, and she thought of a way to solve
the problem. She asked me, “Qinglian, can you go to the show?”
I wasn’t surprised by her request; I had been thinking of going
with him. I felt he needed somebody to be there for him. If it
wasn’t Huifen or Yongsheng, it had to be me.

In the evening, I dressed carefully and drove with Newton to
the school. We arrived an hour before the show started. I had
never seen him so excited: he was scurrying around, either
looking for his teacher to put make-up on him, or looking for his
props and costume. He was even chatty with his fellow actors
and actresses. During the show, I took lots of pictures. Newton
must have been impressed by all the flashes my camera made,
for he seemed very conscientious and dramatic in his role of
farm boy.

After the show, I went up to him with a bouquet in my hands.
“You’re great, Newton! I never knew you were such a talented
actor. I’'m very proud of you. Your parents are lucky to have a
son like you.”

Newton lowered his head, apparently embarrassed by my
compliment. At my last sentence, he seemed to have returned to
his usual self, shy and lonely. I bent my knees a little, trying to
see his face more clearly. I saw tears in his eyes. I put one arm
around his shoulders, and pulled him toward me.

A black boy came over and said, “Hi, Plato. Well done!” He
winked at Newton and then walked away with an elderly black
lady, who seemed to be his grandma.

Newton didn’t say anything to the black boy. He didn’t seem
to be in a talking mood. 1 felt that this was an opportunity to
distract Newton from whatever sad thoughts he was having, and
I asked him why he was called Plato. He said he didn’t know.
Then he grabbed one of my hands and dragged me away from
the crowd of student performers, each one of whom was a center
of attention, surrounded by parents and grandparents.
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On our way home, he was silent the whole time, holding the
bouquet in front of him with both hands. He looked straight
ahead at the road, and his chin touched the petals of a white lily
when the car hit a bump. He sat like a statue.

A couple of days later, I told Huifen to come and get the
pictures that I had taken at the show. Newton came too. Sitting
on my couch, Huifen was looking at the pictures one by one and
passing them to Newton, who was sitting next to her. He was
putting them into a very neat pile. Handing him the last picture,
Huifen turned to Newton and said, “These are good pictures. Il
put them in an album.” I was surprised at her matter-of-fact, even
nonchalant comment. I was worried about Newton’s feelings.
Then I realized that it was typical of Huifen. She wouldn’t praise
someone to their face, even if it was her son. It was not only
typical of Huifen, it was typical of Chinese people.

Newton put his hand—the hand that was holding all the
pictures—behind his back, and said in a rebellious tone, “Don’t
show them to my father!”

“Why not? Are you crazy?” It wasn’t the first time that I
heard Huifen using the word “crazy” when speaking to Newton.
She always said it in a way that a fellow Chinese would interpret
according to the saying, “care shown by beating, and love shown
by harsh words”.

Newton seemed determined not to show the pictures to his
father. He jumped up from the couch and ran towards the front
door, saying, “I won’t show him. I won’t...”

I took a few quick steps and caught him by the sleeve. I said,
“How about this, Newton: I’ll keep them for you. I promise your
father won’t see them.”

He handed the pictures to me and came back to the couch. |
saw Huifen looking at him with frustration, and spitting out that
all-too-familiar word, “Crazy!”

One day, I got an e-mail message from Newton. He wrote,
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Dear Aunt Qinglian,

Remember you asked me why my friends call me Plato? In
your opinion, which name is better, Newton Niu or Plato?

I didn’t know how to answer such a strange question. Huifen
once told me that Newton’s Chinese name, Xiaojie, was hard for
Americans to pronounce, and Yongsheng gave him the English
name Newton, after Isaac Newton. I decided to reply as follows:

Your name, Newton Niu, shows your parents’ high hopes
for you. I bet you like the name your parents gave you
better than the names others give you—no matter what they
are. Am [ right?

The next message I got from him was a long letter. I was
shocked as I read it:

Dear Aunt Qinglian,

You’re wrong. | hate all my names, whether they were
given to me by my parents or by my “friends”. None of
them is the real me. The Newton that my father had in
mind—the famous scientist—is long gone, not to mention
that my name becomes a tongue-twister when “Newton” is
followed by “Niu”. I don’t want to be a replacement of the
dead Newton. Nor do I want to be the carrier of my parents’
hopes, high or low. Does anybody ever care what hopes |
have?

Hopes don’t belong to me. Nor does my body: my father
“repaired” me yesterday. He said I was becoming hunch-
backed. He wanted me to sit, to stand, and to walk with a
straight back, acting more like a man, “especially a Chinese
man in a foreign country”. When I said I didn’t know what
he meant, he pushed me against a wall, and commanded that
I stand with my shoulders and back touching the wall. |
found myself hating him afterwards. I wish he gave me a
chance to explain that I walk that way because that’s how
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all the boys in my school walk, and it’s cool to walk that
way. I’'m not a cool kid at school, but I want to be cool. I
don’t want to be a Chinese man in a foreign country. [ want
to be what I want to be.

You probably don’t know, Aunt Qinglian, that I don’t have
any friends in school. Everybody makes fun of my name
and says I’'m a “nerd”. They call me “Plato” because I gave
the correct answer when the teacher asked, “who was
Plato?”. When she asked the question, the class was silent
for a while. Finally Antonio, the black boy you saw at the
show, said that maybe Plato was the guy who invented play
dough. I raised my hand when the whole class was shouting,
“Yeah, yeah,” and gave the answer I should never have
given. They call me by that name not because they respect
that person for his wisdom, nor because they respect me for
my knowledge. In their eyes—and perhaps in the eyes of
many other people, including my parents—I’m not worthy
of respect. I’'m nothing.

Aunt Qinglian, I love you for your love of the world. I’ve
tried to love this world, but I’ve never succeeded. I felt your
love for the world from the bouquet you gave me. You
probably feel that the world is like your flowers, full of life
and color. If I have any hopes, I hope to love this world as
much as you do. But I don’t have any hopes—none at all. I
often think of escaping this world and going to another
world.

Reading these words, especially the last line, I felt a surge of
fear. When I resumed reading, my eyes immediately caught the
following lines:

I often find myself creating my own escapes—my own
worlds. My novels, my science fiction, and my computer
games are all escapes, all my own worlds. [ wish I never
had to leave those worlds. I wish I could always be in a
world of my own.
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At the end of the letter, he wrote, “Yours Sincerely, Jeremy”,
and explained in a P.S. note,

Jeremy is my only good friend. He’s Jewish. Last year, he went
traveling with his father. I know he won’t be back for a while, so
I borrowed his name. Aunt Qinglian, can you call me Jeremy too?
That way, in this world of my own, Jeremy will be known to at
least two people, you and me.

He didn’t forget to include one last line: “Please don’t tell
my parents about this letter. Jeremy trusts you.”

After reading Newton’s letter, I didn’t know what to do. My
instinct told me I couldn’t show it to Yongsheng. I knew his
temperament; if he heard about this, he would “repair” Newton,
believing that “it’s the father’s fault if the son doesn’t behave.” I
decided that I would tell only Huifen.

Huifen was in tears before I finished translating Newton’s
letter. She sat in front of my computer and sobbed. I could hardly
make out what she was saying. “Yongsheng is trying to help. He
means well. But, but Newton doesn’t understand. What went
wrong? What went wrong?” I could tell Huifen was a traditional
Chinese woman. Her respect for her husband often challenged
her love for her son, and she often sacrificed love for respect.

I asked, “Huifen, Why don’t you two find an excuse to take
Newton out, to go somewhere, to do something together, so you
can all relax a little.”

“Now that you mention it, we do have an excuse. It’s
Newton’s birthday next Friday. Usually on his birthday,
Yongsheng either says “why bother to make a fuss over a
birthday?” or, “there’s no need to waste money on things that
have only superficial value.” He likes to tell Newton that when
he was little, he only had one bowl of noodles and one hard-
boiled egg on his birthday.”

I said to Huifen, “This time we’ll do things differently. We’ll
throw a big party for him.” Huifen’s response was that she had
no space in her home to hold a party. I said we could rent a room
from the Community Center, where they had pool tables, ping-
pong tables, pianos, etc. We would invite as many people as
possible. When I saw Huifen hesitating, worried by the phrase
“rent a room”, I said, “Huifen, I’ll pay for it. You’ll do the
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preparation. Let’s do it for Jeremy’s sake, okay?” I didn’t forget
to tell her that she should never reveal the fact that she knew his
secret name, Jeremy. Huifen smiled and said that she couldn’t
pronounce “Jeremy” correctly even if she wanted to.

Many people came to Newton’s birthday party. Most of them
were friends of Huifen’s and mine. Of course, they brought their
children with them. Quite a few of the children were about
Newton’s age. We succeeded in persuading Yongsheng to show
up. He did show up, but I could read in his face the comment,
“how can one spoil a child like this?”

The room we rented was big. It had tall windows on three
walls. Huifen spent a whole afternoon hanging colorful ribbons
on the ceiling and tying bunches of balloons to both sides of each
window. A big table stood in the middle of the room, covered
with a light blue cloth—that was Newton’s favorite color. On the
table was a birthday cake twelve inches in diameter and three
inches high. On the cake was written, ‘“Celebrate! Your
Fourteenth Year of Life!” It was my idea to have this—instead of
“Happy Birthday, Newton”—written on the cake. Huifen
understood why. The room had a piano, a ping-pong table, and a
pool table, each occupying a corner. In the last corner, there were
a few metal chairs lined up against the wall. Everything was
ready.

When the party started, the guests gathered around the table
and sang Happy Birthday, and of course Newton blew out the
candles and cut the cake. Slightly embarrassed, he walked away
from the table after his job was done. While the guests followed
his lead and walked away from the table with cake on their plates
or in their mouths, I went up to Newton and whispered, “Happy
birthday, Jeremy!” He smiled at me knowingly, but he didn’t stop
retiring to one of the chairs in the corner. I saw him sitting there,
watching his guests playing in other corners of the room. I
hesitated a little, but decided to go and join him.

All of a sudden, I heard music. It was Beethoven’s
“Moonlight Sonata”. I turned around and saw Wu Meng at the
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piano. A group of adults and kids were standing around the piano.
Wu Meng’s parents were friends with Huifen and me. Wu Meng
was one year older than Newton. They both came to the U.S. at
the age of nine. Wu Meng was now an eighth-grader in a private
school. He was becoming a good pianist. I wouldn’t have
believed that the music I heard was being played by a fifteen-
year-old if I hadn’t seen it with my own eyes. I couldn’t help but
stop and listen to the music.

When Wu Meng was about to finish and people were about
to clap, I heard a man’s voice from behind saying, “Look at Wu
Meng, then look at yourself, a chicken-hearted loner. It’s your...”

I clapped with all my might, hoping that the clapping would
cover Yongsheng’s criticism. In the meantime, I hurried towards
Newton’s corner.

But it was too late. Newton had already stood up from his
chair and stormed out of the room. My instinct told me to follow
him, but Yongsheng stopped me and said, “Don’t bother. Who
does he think he is, throwing a temper tantrum!” I had to stop
and talk to Yongsheng about doing things the right way.

Before long, Newton was back and standing in front of
Yongsheng and me. He was dressed all in white—white pants
and white top buttoned in front from below the waist to under the
chin. A bright yellow sash went around his waist like a bellt,
except there was a neatly tied knot on the left side of his waist.
He looked into my eyes and said, or rather announced, in an
unusually loud voice, “Aunt Qinglian, I want to show you my
karate moves. I was promoted to Yellow Belt yesterday.” He
sounded determined and he looked handsome. I had goose
bumps all over me.

“Great! Let’s have it!” I, too, announced in a loud voice.

He started after everybody had come over and formed a
circle. For about thirty or forty seconds, he stood in the middle of
the circle, making long, deep breaths; his back couldn’t have
been straighter. Then slowly he raised both arms in front of him,
and stretched them out towards both sides of his body in a
beautifully controlled way. What followed was a series of quick
moves of arms and legs, and a series of powerful punches and
kicks. Every turn of his body was fast and firm; every move was
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accompanied by a whizzing sound. I was so surprised to see a
completely different Newton that I started cheering.

Newton seemed to be totally oblivious of his audience. I saw
him jump high in the air and kick his chair with both feet.
“Crack!” He kicked the chair onto its side and stood in front of it.
Then he began banging the chair with his fists. They fell on the
chair like raindrops, and his breathing sounded like a bellows.

“Stop it, you idiot!” It was Yongsheng’s voice. Newton
didn’t seem to hear his father at all. He continued banging the
chair, and his hands started bleeding. Suddenly I saw Huifen
dash into the circle and hold Newton by the waist with both of
her arms. Then Yongsheng joined her. Together, they dragged
Newton away from the crowd and out of the room.

It had been two weeks since Huifen and I contacted each
other. I knew it was a difficult time for the family, and I knew |
shouldn’t get involved. Yet in the back of my mind, I had been
expecting e-mail messages from Newton. | had the feeling that
he wanted to talk to me.

He did finally write, as I had expected. It was on a Thursday.

Aunt Qinglian, this is probably the last message you will
get from me. At nine o’clock tonight, my father will
confiscate my keyboard. He has been pressuring me to write
a self-criticism for what I did at the party. He said I
embarrassed him in public.

All I did was what I felt like doing at the moment. Why do
I have to write a self-criticism? Why didn’t he ever write a
self-criticism when he embarrassed me in public? He
embarrasses me very much when he eats in a restaurant,
picking up his plate, shoveling Lo Mein into his mouth,
making loud slurping sounds. Nothing is fair in the Niu
home, which is (unfortunately) where I live.

I’ve been sitting at the computer for several days, but I
can’t produce what he wants. There are only a few hours
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left before I lose my keyboard, my computer, my escape
and my other world.
Aunt Qinglian, where can I go after nine o’clock tonight?”

The message was signed, “Jeremy, your friend who is lost in
this ugly world.”

I panicked. I said to myself, “I have to call Huifen.” But
before I could call her, she called me from her store.

She sounded very upset and worried. “Qinglian, Yongsheng
is driving his son to the wall, and he won’t listen to me. I would
take my son away from him if I had a place to go. Qinglian, can
we go to your in-laws’ island? Can we go there just for the
weekend? I need your help. I’'m going to ask for Monday off.
Don’t invite Yongsheng, just the three of us. Could you...”

She was thinking out loud, and she sounded awful. It was
about two weeks before my in-laws went to Bush Island. I
decided I would go there with Huifen and Newton.

Thus, Huifen, Newton and [—just the three of us—went to
Bush Island.

It rained for three days in a row. We were imprisoned in the
house. The only thing we could do was to talk to Newton, and
we did. Yet his face, like the weather, was dark and gloomy for
three days. Thanks to the sun that came out on the last day,
Newton smiled a pure smile, as pure as a baby’s. He said to
Huifen, “Mother, I want to go swimming.” Huifen nodded like a
hen picking up rice. She said, “yes, yes, we’re all going. You
swim. We lie in the sun.”

It was almost noon. The ocean was making its loud
murmuring noise, welling up layers of colors: one moment it was
snow white, another moment it was light blue or jade green. All
was pleasant. Once in a while, waves gathered strength, rose up
high, and crashed down flat. The thundering sound they made
sent a chill through you.

My mother-in-law stopped by on her way home from Bush
Island. She handed me a three-ring-binder that had a black vinyl
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cover and held some loose three-hole paper. She said, “When
will you kick the habit of leaving notebooks behind? Mary found
this one in the closet of the master bedroom.”

I used the master bedroom because my in-laws weren’t
around. Mary was the lady who had cleaned the house for years,
before and after each group of guests. I have the habit of
scribbling on paper wherever 1 go. I also have the habit of
leaving notebooks behind wherever I leave. My mother-in-law
knew me well, and whenever she saw notebooks with ideogram
scribbles, she saved them and brought them to me.

I took the notebook and said “thank you”, as I had done
many times. But before I could put it away, I had a strange
feeling.

I held the notebook carefully and opened it.

The first page was torn; somebody had tried to remove it, but
didn’t do a neat job.

The second page had a line of nicely written Chinese
characters across the top: “Aunt Qinglian, I’ve found a real other
world, a beautiful and spacious other world. I'm going there.
Yours, Jeremy.”



